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We are farther taught the truth of this doctrine by the example 
of all virtuous beings. 

This is the character in which God has been pleased to reveal 
himself to man. ‘ The Lord, the Lord God merciful and gracious, 
long suffering and abundant in goodness and truth: keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin.” 
He is the “ Father of mercies and God of all comfort.” He is a 
sun and a shield: he gives grace and glory ; and no good thing 
does he withhold from them that walk uprightly.. Yes: ‘“* The 
Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his works. 
For God is love.” We see his benevolence in all the works of 
his hands. The heavens declare it: it shines forth from the sun ; 
the moon reflects its lovely radiance ; it twinkles in every star. 
It bursts forth from every passing cloud; it springs out of the 
fruitful earth ; it swells in the teeming waters ; it is borne upon the 
wings of every wind. The beasts of the forest, the fowls of the air, 
the fishes of the sea, all silently proclaim that God is love. ‘‘ These 
wait all upon thee, that thou mayst give them their meat in due 
season. That thou givest them they gather; thou openest thy 
hand, they are filled with good.” But towards man, the noblest 
of his works, yet by his rebellion the vilest of them all, behold the 
greatness of his benevolence ! An alien from the peace and purity 
of heaven; the foe of God—the slave of sin—the victim of Satan, 
and the heir of hell—there is no eye to pity, there is no arm to 
save him. Yet God looks upon his fallen creature: he turns the 
eye of deep compassion upon his miseries: he wills his restora- 
tion—he devises his salvation. Behold! he lays his hand upon 
the head of his own Son, and devotes him to death, the substitute 
for sinners; the sacrifice for sin. Oh! well might the morning 
stars sing together, and all the sons of God shout for joy! The 
deed is done. Heaven has no higher, greater gift. Omnipotence 
may proceed and form its countless worlds ; but mercy can go no 
farther. ‘* For God so loved the world that he gave HIS ONLY 
BEGOTTEN SON, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.’ And now every day witnesses his 
mercy. For “he healeth the broken in heart and bindeth up 
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their wounds.” He comforts the trembling mourner, and receives 
thousands of returning prodigals into the arms of his forgiveness. 

How lovely is the picture of benevolence exhibited by the 
blessed Redeemer. ‘Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.” He was rich 
in the plenitude of his Father’s love,—in that glory which he had 
with the Father before the world was. He was rich in the fulness 
of his own glorious perfections,—in almighty power and universal 
dominion ; as the Creator of the heavens and the earth; of thrones 
and dominions and principalities and powers. What he created 
was his own; what was his own he governed :—the heavens with 
all their shining armies, and this humble earth with all its fulness. 
Oh, yes: he was rich. But he became poor: he laid aside his 
glory ; he resigned his dominion into the hands of his Father ; he 
withdrew from the rapturous gazes of adoring angels, and on the 
wings of mercy he bent his rapid way to this fallen, miserable 
world. Oh! how he humbled himself ! He whom the heaven of 
heavens could not contain enshrined his glory in an earthly taber- 
nacle! He, ‘* who being in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God ; made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the like- 
ness of men; and being found in fashion as a man he humbled 
hinself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross.” He suffered: Gethsemane resounded with his groans, 
and the unholy hall of an unjust judge witnessed the merciless 
inflictions of savage men. He died: from Calvary’s deathly 
summit, while heaven above was clothed in mysterious blackness, 
and the earth beneath was quaking to its foundation, ‘he bowed 
his head and gave up the ghost.” The last prayer which he 
breathed, was full of love and mercy towards his murderers :— 
‘‘ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And 
the last sentence which died upon his quivering lips, clearly de- 
monstrated that not even the agonies of a dreadful and violent 
death could divert his soul from the purpose of his mercy. 

In these high and glorious examples the doctrine of the text is 
fully exemplified. All the praises and services of men and an- 
gels can add nothing to the supreme felicity of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ. Their happiness arises out of their benevolent 
nature ; and in the exercise of their own benevolence, they must 
and will remain eternally happy, presenting to unnumbered worlds, 
an everlasting and all-sufficient proof that it is more blessed to give 
than to receive. ) 

But we stop not here: Benevolence is also the virtue of angels. 
Dwelling near the throne of God, they catch the rays of his love, 
and reflect his merciful spirit. On errands of mercy they wing 
their way to the earth. Their immortal bosoms swelled with 
























Rev. S. Doveuty’s Sermon on Acts xx, 35. 2838 


gladness as they contemplated the scenes of Bethlehem, and their 
lofty anthem rung through hill and vale and sky, “Glory to God 
in the highest, peace on earth, good will to men.” They listen 
with deepest interest to the cry of humble penitence ; and when 
the lost soul finds its way back to the fold of peace, verily ‘ there 
is joy in the presence of the angels of God.” They are “ minis- 
tering spirits to them that be heirs of salvation.” They attend 
their beloved charge through the various scenes of life : and when 
on the bed of death the departing spirit struggles from its fetters, 
they guide it safely to the heavenly mansions. 

All the virtuous among the children of men, partake more or 
less of this godlike disposition. We have seen it in prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs; and it was this which moved them to 
labour, and suffer, and die, “ not seeking their own profit, but the 
profit of many that they might be saved.” It glows, also, in the 
bosom of every true and devoted missionary, and every faithful 
minister of Christ. That spirit which dwelt in the Master and 
Lord, actuates in some degree the disciple and servant. This 
is the disposition of every true child of God: the first grace, 
the prevailing principle, the peculiar characteristic of the new 
nature. ‘ Beloved,” says the affectionate and benevolent John, 
‘*let us love one another ; for love isof God: and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not. 
knoweth not God: for God is love.” 

Thus we have endeavoured to establish the doctrine of the text 
by showing that benevolence brings into the possession of man a 
source of the purest happiness ; and by referring you for the illus- 
tration of it, to the example of all virtuous beings 

A few reflections naturally arise out of this subject. 

First, If such is the blessedness of benevolence, then how im- 
portant is it that we cultivate a benevolent spirit. The desire of 
happiness ie a first Jaw of our nature. This is the origin of our 
plans, the impulse of our pursuits, the principle that governs our 
conduct. But oh, how dark are our views, how confused our 
notions of happiness! The benighted soul of man has mistaken 
the path that leads to the abodes of bliss. He wanders in a delu- 
sive and dreary wilderness, full of pits and snares: he gropes and 
stumbles on dark and slippery mountains after the illusive phan- 
toms of his own creation. He stoops down to drink of the streams 
which selfishness and sin have poisoned, and wonders that the 
largest draughts, instead of satisfying, increase his raging thirst. 
He thinks that it is most blessed to receive; therefore he seeks 
his bliss in gain. He stretches out his eager arms to grasp the 
treasures of earth ; he presses them to his bosom, and they fill it 
with a thousand pangs. But the words of the Lord Jesus disclose to 
us the secret of true and enduring felicity. They invite us to culti- 
vate a benevolent disposition and imitate the holiest beings in the 
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universe, in deriving our blessedness from doing good. My 
brethren, if this principle exist in any of our hearts let us carefully 
cherish it. Its influence will depend greatly upon the cultivation 
it shall receive. For this quality like every other, neglect can 
wither, and culture can improve. Exercise will give it strength ; 
continued practice will establish its dominion, and render its influ- 
ence permanent. But if this fountain be not yet opened within 
us, let us labour diligently for it. Let us seek it where only it can 
be found—at the foot of the cross. Let us go to Him who hath 
this ‘living water,” and, humbly seeking, we shall receive it 
‘‘ freely :” and the water which he shall give us, shall be in us 
‘¢a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” Then indeed 
we may go forth with joy to satisfy the thirsty and make the barren 
and desolate places glad. 
_ Again. If such are the blessed effects of benevolence, what a 
happy and lovely world would this be, if benevolence were uni- 
versal. The unjust passions of man once banished from his bosom, 
the fountain of innumerable evils would be exhausted. Oppres- 
sion, injustice, and cruelty would cease. War and its attendant 
ills would be experienced and dreaded no more. Every man 
would recognise a brother in his fellow, though differing in the 
hues of his complexion. Every heart would beat, and every bo- 
som glow, with love and mercy. Every eye would beam with 
melting kindness. Every hand open, free, and generous, would 
scatter widely its blessings on the pathway of the destitute and 
the afflicted. Then the rich would be seen hastening to the habi- 
tations of the poor to enjoy a rich repast of gratified feeling: and 
the strong bearing the weak and helpless in their supporting arms: 
and the wise cheerfully imparting lessons of instruction to the 
ignorant ; and the Christian moralist bearing to every abode the 
cheering doctrines of eternal life. Then, indeed, the miseries 
which desolate our world would vanish ; its sighing and its sor- 
row would flee away. A paradise would be opened in this gloomy 
wild, and heaven be set up in the soul of man. But, ab! the 
fountain of a benevolence like this rises not in earth ; it is opened 
in heaven: it flows from the grace of God: it is the glory of 
Messiah’s reign. That reign is begun; that fountain is opened ; 
already its flowing streams refresh this wilderness world, and 
we are taught that the reign and dominion of love will yet be 
universal. ; 

Farther. May we not see in this doctrine a reason why the 
providence of God has cast so many poor among his people ? 
‘The poor,” says the merciful Saviour, ‘ye have always with 
you.” Qur liberality towards them shall excite their gratitude 
and thanksgiving. It shall teach them that the Lord holdeth in 
his hands the hearts of the children of men, and turneth them in 
refreshing streams whithersoever he pleaseth. They shall learn 
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that his pitiful eye neglects not their miseries ; and their trust in 
him shall strengthen, and their love burn with a purer and brighter 
flame. Their numerous wants shall be to us a perpetual source 
of blessedness. They furnish us with opportunities of obeying the 
first precept of the gospel; of strengthening the best principles 
of our nature, and of gratifying the finest feelings of the heart. 
Here our bosoms may be disenthralled from the grasp of selfish- 
ness ; our fallen nature be elevated to the dignity of angels, and 
exalted to the lovely and glorious likeness of our God and Saviour. 

Brethren, we cannot impart the principle of mercy to the heart 
that is destitute of it ; but we can present to you an object every 
way suited to your benevolence. We stand before you as an 
advocate for the poor of your own city; as an organ through 
which a benevolent institution, well known to you all, solicits your 
benevolent contributions. The object of this society is not to 
foster idleness, to encourage pauperism, or to strengthen the hands 
of villany : it would breed no vultures to prey upon the fruits of 
your honest industry ; no odious vermin to bask and prosper in the 
cheering rays of your benevolence. Oh, no: its merciful designs 
accord with the very spirit of the gospel. It would “lift up the 
hands which hang down, and the feeble knees ; and make straight 
paths for their feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the 
way.” It professes to afford temporary relief to the destitute 
widow, and the helpless orphan; to furnish a little raiment and 
food, and medicine, to those industrious poor, who, for the time, 
are unable to help themselves ; to warm the limbs that are be- 
numbed and frozen ; to strengthen the tottering knees which hun- 
ger and pinching want have enfeebled ; to cast a ray of cheerful- 
ness through the gloom of penury and wo; to call back the faded 
hues of health to the sunken and pallid cheek; to smooth the 
pillow and ease the pangs of death; and, when the spirit hath 
broken its fetters, and fled beyond the reach of human benevo- 
lence, then to provide the humble habiliments of death, and array 
the body for its grave. 

These are the unaspiring pretentions, the simple, but merciful 
objects of this benevolent institution. To accomplish them requires 
no mighty means; yet their treasury is empty, and their benevo- 
lent designs must fail, unless your generosity come to their reliet 
and supply anew the exhausted sources of their charity. 

This is the time of suffering to the poor. Winter is abroad : 
his gathering storms burst on their humble and defenceless dwell- 
ings, and they shiver and languish under his chilling influence. 
We know not their miseries, —the plagues that haunt their doors, 
the sorrows which break their hearts. Around our cheerful habit- 
ations the howling tempest may pass unfelt, unheeded: by our 
blazing fires we may listen in peace to the dismal groanings of the 


storm, which, sweeping harmlessly by us, desolates the hopes of the 
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poor. Our tables are abundantly supplied with ‘ wine that maketh 
glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face to shine, and bread 
that strengthens man’s heart.” In the midst of our abundance 
how little can we realize the sorrows of the wretched : how sel- 
dom, over our flowing bowls and groaning dishes, do we think ot 
the houseless, starving poor. Alas! full, and beyond the reach 
of want, in its own felicities the human heart too readily forgets 
ihe miseries of others. Happy, thrice happy, is it for the world, 
that while men are forgetful of each other, there is onE whose 
‘tender mercies are over all his works.” But many a heart may 
thus forget, whose benevolence would prompt a ready and gene- 
vous supply, with wretchedness in its sight. It is therefore that 
this society brings its suffering poor before you; that out of the 
tulness with which beneficent Providence has blessed you, a little 
may be imparted for their relief. Oh, then, think of the suffering 
poor,—of the blessedness of benevolence,—of the approbation ot 
God: ‘knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the 
same shall he receive of the Lord.” The managers of this society 
will be the almoners of your bounty, and in their name, though 
unauthorized, we can confidently promise you a faithful appro- 
priation of it. 

Permit me, in conclusion, to address a few words to the mem- 
bers and managers of this institution. Proceed, ladies, in your 
work of mercy. Difficulties may oppose you, prejudice may 
possibly rise up against you, a slender treasury may frequently 
discourage you ; but, oh, stay not your hand. Let the sufferings 
of the poor, let the goodness of your cause, let benevolence urge 
you forward. Good management, industry, importunity, and 
perseverance will do great things for you. You cannot want 
means while your own benevolence lives: you cannot want a 
treasury while the hearts of a generous people are ever at your 
command ; and you cannot want a motive while there are suffering 
poor to relieve, and conscience has a smile to bestow upon your 
labours. Oh, slacken not your exertions. Life is valuable only 
as it answers the purposes of virtue. Its moments are hastening 
rapidly away. Soon the eye will lase its power to weep, and the 
tongue to soothe : soon the heart that prompts, and the hand that 
bestows, will be cold and motionless in death. Oh, then, ‘*what- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is 
no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave 
whither thou goest.” But a few suns have set since one of your 
board descended to the dust, and your tears unbidden fell upon 
her grave. Her removal from the scene of labour warns you that — 
you, too, must follow. And, oh! if the breath of life could revisit 
her deserted clay, and animate her silent tongue; if her happy 
spirit could address you from the skies, it would be to enforce 
these counsels, and to reanimate your diligence. She would say, 
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**Go on: the virtuous among men approve ; the poor will rise up 
and call you blessed ; your own hearts will cheer you with their 
approbation ; the merciful Jesus forgets not your labour of love, 
and the Father of mercies smiles upon your deeds.” 
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MEMOIR OF THE REV. JAMES SMITH, 
Of the Baltimore Conference. 


JAMES SmiTtH was born in the state of Virginia, (place not 
known) in 1782 or 1783. In early life, through the instrumentality 
of the Methodist ministry, he became a subject of the converting 
grace of God, and attached himself to the Methodist Episcopal 
church. He entered the itinerant connexion in the Virginia con- 
ference in 1802, and was transferred the following spring to the 
Baltimore conferenee, where he lived and laboured (with the 
exception of a few years spent in connexion with the Philadelphia 
conference, ) until his death. 

When contemplated as an intellectual being, brother Smith 
possessed powers of mind of a high order; capable of the accu- 
rate investigation of the most intricate and abstruse subjects in 
those branches of science which are in any way connected with 
the sacred profession. Metaphysics, natural philosophy, and 
speculative theology, formed at one period of his life, the great 
leading objects of his ardent pursuit; in all of which he made 
astonishing progress. To these studies, it must be confessed, he 
injudiciously added the skeptical works of many of the modern 
philosophers of Europe, and the writings of some of the most dis- 
tinguished hetrodox divines. These threw him occasionally into 
great perplexity of thought, and gave him many hours of painful 
and anxious inquietude for several years. As he advanced in life, 
however, he acquired additional information, and felt the salutary 
influence of those lessons of experience and observation which 
every man of sensibility must derive from an intercourse with the 
world. His mind was gradually turned towards those great and 
important subjects which stand in more immediate connection with 
. experimental and practical godliness. These he pursued with a 

more chastened ardour and a better directed application, though 

not with less zeal or success. His former efforts were those of an 

° impetuous youth, without experience to guide him, and who, dis- 
dainful of the trammels of authority in all matters of opinion and 
sentiment, seeks to find his unaided way through the most intri- 

cate labyrinths of thought, while hope paints her rainbow of a 

thousand varied hues, and the heart revels in anticipation of a bliss 

and felicity which it is destined never to realize. His latter were 
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those of the matured man, and more judicious divine, whose 
highest ambition was to become a scribe well instructed unto the 
kingdom of heaven, bringing out of his treasure things both new 
and old, as the instructer and guide of others in the experience 
and practice of the truth as it is in Christ. And here he succeeded 
to the delight and protit of multitudes. He was indeed a work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed. Who ever listened even 
in ordinary conversation to the eloquence of his lips, without 
sensible emotions of pleasure and delight? But when in the dis- 
charge of his sacred function, he poured forth the rich variety of 
his intellectual stores, drawn from those sacred and divine subjects 
which are full of the inspiration of the Almighty ; then it was 
that he appeared in his real greatness. The lofty tone of his 
eloquence, the animation of his countenance, the appropriate 
inflections and intonations of his voice, the sublimity and gran- 
deur of his conceptions, would fill his hearers with delight and 
admiration, and not unfrequently overwhelm them with astonish- 
ment; while by the blessing of God he found access to the heart 
and conscience, ‘‘forced the sinner in his last retreat,” and left 
his audience under the influence of the most deep and permanent 
religious impressions. 

As a man and a Christian, piety, candour, and social affability 
were prominent traits of his character ; a more faithful friend, or 
a more honest man never lived—always prompt and ready to 
acknowledge an error, or to repair an injury. He possessed the 
confidence and love of all who knew him. If an enemy he had, 
that man knew him not. ‘To the honour of brother Smith as well 
as for the encouragement of young men similarly situated, it 
should be recorded, that though in a great measure ignorant of 
letters, at the commencement of his ministry, he not only laboured 
as an itinerant preacher, but found time to cultivate an extensive 
acquaintance with many branches of English literature. He was 
twice married, and has left a widow and several children by his 
first wife to deplore their loss. He died in the city of Baltimore, 
April, 1826. Concerning his last moments Bishop Soule writes thus : 

‘| visited our dear brother Smith in his last sickness, and found 
him suffering extreme pain, and the whole outward man in ruins ; 
but his mind was unimpaired. He appeared, however, to have 
no particular apprehension of the near approach of his dissolution. 
Being fully persuaded from the symptoms of bis disease, that his. 
course was nearly finished, I considered it my duty to admonish 
him of it, and ascertain the state of bis mind in regard to it. 
When I assured him that, in all human probability, he could sur- 
vive but a few days, he appeared perfectly calm and resigned ; but 
expressed some regret that his friends had not given him earlier 
‘nformation of his real situation. 

«‘ He observed that he had often suffered severe bodily afflic- 
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tions, and that he had not usually enjoyed very extraordinary 
consolations during their continuance ; but that he had uniformly 
derived spiritual benefits from them after their removal. This 
remark of our departed brother brought to my mind, with peculiar 
force, the words of the apostle to the Hebrews, ‘ Now, no chas- 
tening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous, never- 
theless, afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 
unto them which are exercised thereby.’ 

‘“‘ This passage being quoted, he observed that the doctrines of 
the gospel which he had preached to others, were the grounds of 
his faith, and its promises the pillars of his hope ; and that casting 
his soul on the merits of his gracious Redeemer, he felt no fear 
of death. 

‘«‘ He uttered these expressions with peculiar sensibility, and at 
the same time assured me that he considered it as a mark of kind- 
ness that I had visited him, and communicated freely in regard to 
his state. 

‘‘ He was a striking example of Christian patience and fortitude 
under great suffering, and sustained the weight of his affliction in 
the strength of the hope of the resurrection of the dead, and of 
eternal life. 

‘The next time I visited him, ‘the earthly house of this taber- 
nacle’ was just ready to be dissolved, and the immortal inhabitant 
was too much oppressed with its disordered burden to be capable 
of communication, and in a short time after I left him he fell 
asleep in Christ.” Wa. Rywanp. 

ALFRED GRIFFITH. 





MEMOIR OF THE REV. JOHN COLLINS, 
Of the Philadelphia Conference. 


Joun Couiiins was a native of the eastern shore of Maryland, 
(now a part of Sussex county, Del.) He was born in April, 1764. 
In the early part of his life he resided in the town of Milford. He 
was a man of great bodily strength, and strong and violent pas- 
sions: bold and determined in the cause of sin. He could not 
endure contradiction, and he would smite with the fist of wicked- 
ness the man who dared to insult him. So far was he gone from 
the path of rectitude, and so deeply was he immersed in crime, 
that his subsequent conversion was a matter of astonishment to 
all who knew him. But amidst his crime and folly he was indus- 
trious and honest, and provided for, and was affectionate to his 
family. On this account he was esteemed even while in his wild 
career. He was very happy in the choice of his companion ; 
she was amiable in her disposition, and agreeable in her manners. 
This union was an important event in the history of our brother, 
as it served to tame the ferocity of his temper, and bring him to a 
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more sober and consistent course of conduct. But still he was 
without hope and without God in the world, until, under the 
preaching of a Methodist minister, whom, by persuasion, he reluc- 
tantly went to hear, he was powerfully awakened to a sense of 
his lost and miserable estate. His convictions were pungent, but 
it was not long before the Lord appeared for his deliverance. The 
change was manifest to all. He went from house to house, 
praying, exhorting, and praising the Lord; and, we believe he 
never lost the evidence of his adoption into the family of God. 
He also professed the blessing of sanctification. 

The time and circumstances of his call to the ministry we are 
not able precisely to ascertain. He was employed by the presid- 
ing elder to filla vacancy on Caroline circuit in the year 1803, 
where he travelled until the ensuing conference, when he was 
admitted on trial in the Philadelphia annual conference, and ap- 
pointed to Dorchester circuit, where he travelled two years. He 
was then admitted into full connection, and ordained deacon; 
two years after which he was admitted to elder’s orders. His 
labours, as an itinerant minister, were wholly confined to the 
peninsula, except in the year 1821, in which he travelled on the 
Cumberland circuit, (N. J.) As a travelling preacher he was 
surpassed by few, if any, for industry, zeal and perseverance. No 
trifling event could divert him from the great work in which he 
was engaged. The gospel was to be preached, and souls were 
to be saved, and brother Collins exerted all his energies to effect 
these objects. 

In the year 1826, he was appointed to travel Lewistown circuit 
with brother Alward White. He went to his work in tolerable 
health, and laboured with his usual zeal and perseverance. On 
Christmas day he preached five times, and rode some distance. 
He continued faithfully to fill his appointments, though the weather 
was extremely cold, until the 21st of January, 1827, when, after 
preaching twice, he came home very uuwell, and was unable to 
preach, or leave the house any more, being severely afflicted with 
the rheumatism, under which he laboured for a long time. He 
and his friends flattered themselves that when the weather should 
become more moderate he would Le better and be able to resume 
the duties of the circuit. But,on the 19th of March, his disease 
assumed a more alarming character, a general sinking of the sys- 
tem followed, and he was delirious from Monday until the Sunday 
following ; at which time he regained his reason and recollection, 
which he retained at short intervals, until he died. 

During the whole of his protracted illness religion was his de- 
lightful theme. Even in his most delirious hours, when the sub- 
ject of religion was introduced, he appeared to be aroused to 
sensibility, and for some moments conversed rationally on the 
things of God. Althongh his sufferings were severe, yet he was 








































6 SAR a 





Review of the Rev. F- GarrETTSoN’s Sermon. 291 


patient, and bowed with entire submission to the chastening hand 
of his heavenly Father. He observed to his friends, that though 
his afflictions had been great, yet it was one of the happiest winters 
he had ever seen. It was a general remark of his numerous 
visters, that they had never witnessed in any person, through the 
trying scene, a greater degree of patience, or stronger confidence 
in God. There did not appear to rest on his mind for a moment a 
doubt but that for him to die would be gain. He frequently broke 
out in shouts of praise to God at the thoughts of dying, and of 
entering the mansions of eternal bliss! On one occasion, when 
many of his friends, who had collected to see him die, were 
standing by his bed, and one remarked that he hoped he should 
meet him in heaven, “ Yes,” said he, ‘and how glad shall I be 
to meet you all at heaven’s gate and welcome you in.” To one 
of his friends he said, ** Brother Milby, give me some water, and 
give it to me from your own hand :” the same request he made 
of brother Hazzard, which when done, he rejoined, “ Now you 
can say you have given brother Collins water when he was dying.” 
He lived, however, some days, continuing in the same happy 
frame of mind, and unwavering confidence in God, frequently 
repeating the words of the dying Wesley, “ The best of all is, God 
is with us.” When the question was asked him what should be 
said to those who might inquire concerning the manner of his death, 
he answered, “Tell them I have gone to glory.” 

It is well known that our brother Collins had his peculiarities, 
some of which rendered him unpopular among many people ; but 
he also had many warm friends, and no one, we presume, who 
was acquainted with him, will hesitate to admit that he was a pious 
man, and that as a minister, his labours were almost unparalleled. 
He seldom, if ever, travelled a circuit without being the means of 
a revival of religion on some parts of it. He died at Milton, Del., 
on Friday evening, March 30th, 1827, in the 62d year of his age, 
and the 23d of his itinerant ministry. On Sunday following his 
remains were taken to Milford for interment, where an appropriate 
discourse was delivered on the occasion, by his colleague, on 
Isaiah lvii, 1, ‘* The righteous perisheth and no man layeth it to 
heart: and merciful men are taken away, none considering that 
the righteous is taken away from the evil to come.” 
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circumstances attending its com- 
mencement, the character of the 
instruments whose pious efforts 
gave it the first impetus, and ac- 
companied its progress, as well as 
the manner -of its extension, all 
conspire together, to give it a 
character somewhat peculiar, and 
to make it a subject of critical in- 
quiry, both to the Christian and 
the philosopher. Such, indeed, has 
been the celebrity of its founder, 
and his character and labours so 
interwoven and identified with the 
system itself, that he has attracted 
the gaze of the multitude, chal- 
lenged the investigation of the phi- 
losopher, excited the envy and 
called forth the opposition of those 
whose peculiarity of religious views 
he so successfully controverted, and 
raised the admiration of the en- 
lightened, devout Christian, whose 
enlarged views enabled him to ap- 
preciate true worth of character, 
by whatever name he may be dis- 
tinguished. Hence while the pen 
of a Southey has caricatured him 
whose character and doctrine he 
did not understand, and Hampson 
and Nightingale have praised pro- 
fusely with a view to make their 
tinwarrantable censures the less 
exceptionable, others, and particu- 
larly Moore, have represented him 
as he was, freed from the spots 
put upon him by his enemies. _ 
Whatever of merit or demerit 
may be attached to the several 
biographies of that great man of 
God, it is now too late for any one 
to attempt to obscure the glories 
of his character by the mists arising 
from human passions, or the clouds 
emitted from envy and malice. 
The name of Joun Wes ey will 
live in the grateful recollections of 
thousands while pure Christianity 
shall be cherished by mankind ; and 
Methodism will derive some share 
of its lustre from being associated 
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with a character so distinguished 
for his deep erudition, his genuine 
Christian experience, his entire 
devotedness to the cause of his 
Divine Master, and his astonish- 
ing and successful labours in the 
vineyard of his Lord. 

It is not our intention, however, 
on this occasion, to enter into an 
examination of the character and 
labours of the Rev. John Wesley. 
This has been faithfully and ably 
done by his late biographer, the 
Rev. Henry Moore, to whom our 
readers are referred for a triumph- 
ant refutation of all the calumnies 
which have been thrown upon him 
by those who either could not or 
did not wish to appreciate his mo- 
tives and worth. 

Methodism in these United 
States, though not established by 
the personal labours of that apos- 
tolic man, was planted and brought 
to some degree of maturity under 
his superintendence and care: and 
though its beginnings were small, 
its growth has been rapid, and its 
fruit much. As in Europe, where 
it took its rise, instruments were 
here raised up by the good hand of 
God, to carry forward the work 
which had been begun. 

Among the early converts to 
this work, was the author of the 
discourse before us. To much of 
what he relates, therefore, he was 
an eye andear witness. In many 
of the transactions which he de- 
scribes he personally assisted, 
having laboured extensively in the 
field of itinerancy, and witnessed 
the rise and progress of the work 
of God among the Methodists in 
many places. On this account, 
the facts which he records are ac-. 
companied with an authenticity 
to which otherwise they would 
have no just claim. And here we 
would take the liberty to remark, 
that those who were the “ first 
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fruits” of this harvest, would do 
well before the facts are obliterated 
from their memories, or they shall 
pass into the other world, to rescue 
from oblivion such incidents as are 
worthy to be preserved. Why not 
gather up the fragments that no- 
thing be lost ? ° 

There may not be many things 
in the present discourse but what 
are already known to those of our 
readers who are conversant with 


the history of our church. After’ 


a short account of the rise and pro- 
gress of the work for a few years, 
Mr. Garrettson introduces the fol- 
lowing, which, though related with 
that honest simplicity which is 
characteristic of the writer, will be 
read with interest as descriptive of 
the manner in which the primitive 
Methodist preachers conducted 
their affairs, as well as the suffer- 
sngs to which some of them were 
exposed :— 

_ In May, 1777, though the revolu- 
tionary war occasioned great heat, we 
all assembled at the Deer creek cha- 


pel in Maryland, to hold our confer- 
ence. The English preachers expect- 


' « ed that this would be their last meeting 


with their American brethren, as they 
intended returning to their native 
country. At this time we were a reli- 
gious society, and a supplement to the 
church to which we had formerly be- 
Jonged. In conference the question 
was asked, d think by Mr. Rankin, 
Shall we administer the ordinances? 
The question was debated, and a de- 
cision was suspended until the next 
conference, which was appointed to 


‘be held the following May in Lees- 


burg, Virginia. I shall never forget 
the parting prayer put up by that dear 
servant of God, George Shadford, for 
surely the place was shaken with the 
power of God. We parted, bathed in 
tears, to meet no more in this world. 
I wish I could depict to the present 
generation of preachers, the state of 
our young and prospering society. 
We had gospel simplicity, and our 
hearts were united to Jesus, and to 
each other. We were persecuted, and 
at times buffeted; but we took our 
Vor. <x July, 1827. 
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lives in our hands, and went to our 
different appointments, weeping and 
sowing our precious seed, and the 
Lord owned and biessed his work. 
My lot, for the first six months, was 
cast in Brunswick circuit, Virginia ; 
after which I went to North Carolina, 
where there was a blessed work of 
sanctification, and many of us caught 
the holy flame. From east, west, north, 
and south, I heard that the blessed 
work was progressing, and greatly 
prospering. 

‘* May 19, 1778, conference met ac- 
cording to appointment. All our Eng- 
lish brethren were gone, except Mr. 
Asbury, and he had retired to Judge 
White’s in Delaware state. William 
Watters,the oldest American preacher, 
was chosen chairman: every thing 
went on well;—we were humble, 
simple, and affectionate ; embracing 
each other with tears of joy. The 
question debated at the Deer creek 
conference wasresumed,—shall wead- 
minister the ordinances ?—in amount, 
shall we become an_ independent 
church? It was again laid over till! 
the next conference, which was ap- 
pointed to be held at the Broken-Back 
church, in Fluvanna county, Virginia. 
At this time there were two circuits 
in the peninsula, to one of which John 
Littlejohn and John Cooper were sent, 
and Joseph Hartley and myself were 
appointed to the otuer. 

«¢ Political troubles were very great - 
the Methodists were a small and des- 
pised people; and the wicked, as a 
pretext for their base conduct, falsely 
branded them with the name of tories. 
John Cooper was sick, and unable to 
preach; Littlejohn, under persecution, 
returned to Virginia; and the court 

rohibited Hartley from preaching. 
However, he went about, and prayed 
with the people, and some of them 
said he preached on his knees. I was 
advised to retire, which I did for two 
days; but 1 was pressed in spirit, and 
came out, determined, whether for life 
or death, to go forth in the name o! 
the Lord. I formed acircuit, to com- 
prehend as nearly as possible the whole 
work ; and though buffeted and abus- 
ed, the Lord was with me. 

‘My field of labour for more than. 
two years was in the peninsula, a tract 
of land lying between the Chesapeak 
and Delaware bays, including the state 
of Delaware, eight counties of Mary,- 
land, and two of Virginia; a fertile, 
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rich, and thickly inhabited country, 
immersed in luxury and pride, and 
supported by the toil of slavery. For 
a time I stood very much alone, but I 
was young, inured to hardship, and 
able to travel from twenty to forty 
miles, and to preach from one to four 
sermons a day. I never expect to be 
in such a field of labour again, though 
I would gladly go many thousand 
miles to get into one like it; for sin- 
ners were crying for mercy on every 
hand, and large societies were formed. 
‘*T was pursued by the wicked, 
knocked down, and left almost dead 
on the highway; my face scarred and 
bleeding. This was humiliating to 
me, but it was loud preaching to the 
er I did not court persecution, 
ut I gloried in the cross of Christ my 
Lord. Towards the latter end of this 
year we began to have considerable 
assistance. Brother Asbury (whem I 
sometimes visited in his retirement) 
preached in the neighbourhood to 
which he had been confined, and the 
Lord thrust out several labourers into 
his vineyard, among whom was Philip 
Cox, a zealous and useful preacher. 
Brother Hartley had his bands loosed, 
and the Lord was with him. Soon 
after his enemies caught him again, 
and cast him in Talbot jail, but did 
not confine him long; for they feared 
that if he continued in prison, he would 
convert the whole town and country, 
so amazingly did the people crowd 
around his prison; and even the ma- 
gistrate who committed him, when he 
was taken very ill, sent for Mr. Hart- 
ley from the prison to pray for him, 
and some time before he died, gave him 
a charge concerning his family, and 
requested his wife and children to em- 
brace Methodism ; ‘ for,’ said he, ‘they 
are in the right way; and even when 
T put Mr. Hartley in jail, my con- 
science told me I was doing wrong.’ 
A little after this they imprisoned me 
in Cambridge, but after detaining me 
about sixteen days, they willingly re- 
leased me; for I suppose my imprison- 
ment was the means of my doing more 
good in those few days, than 1 other- 
wise should have done in treble the 
time. The whole country seemed ripe 
to the harvest. The people flocked 
from every quarter to hear the word. 
Good brother Pedicord came from the 
western shore to help us in Dorches- 
ter, and was met on the road by a Mr. 
~——; one of my adversaries, who, 


when he discovered him to bea Metii- 
odist preacher, beat him until the 
blood ran down his face. He went 
to the house of a friend, and while they 
were washing his stripes, the brother 
of the persecutor rode up, and under- 
standing that the preacher had been 
wounded by his brother, he said, ‘ I 
will go after him, and chastise him.’ 
So saying, he galloped away, overtook 
and beat him, until he promised never 
to meddle with another Methodist 
preacher. 

‘* My manner was, when the circuits 
could be supplied, to go out and form 
new ones; and amidst the clash of war, 
God in a glorious manner prospered 
his work in awakening and converting 
thousands of souls; so that in process 
of time the peninsula became compa- 
ratively as the garden of Eden, and 
the Lord thrust out many faithful, 
zealous, and useful young men. There 
was a blessed work among the African 
slaves; and in no part of my labours 
have I had more precious seasons, 
than T had in preaching to them. But 
they have been injured by being in- 
duced to become independent of us; 
and I think if I was now young, I 
should labour hard to bring them into 
the place which they once occupied ; 
for | am conviced that those of them 
who have kept under the old itinerant 
system of doctrines and discipline, 


prosper more than those who have 


gone to themselves.” 


Much has been said respecting 
the attempts which were made by 
some of the preachers of that day 
to form themselves into an inde- 
pendent body, and assuming te 
themselves the right of administer- 
ing the ordinances. To those who 
are unacquainted with our early 
history, that they may understand 
this part of the subject, it is neces- 
sary to say, that at the commence- 
ment of Methodism, it was con- 
sidered only as a society within 
the bosom of the established church 
of England, subject to certain rules 
prescribed by Mr. Wesley adapted 
to such a society, and that the peo- 
ple received the ordinances from 
the parochial clergy, the Metho- 
dist preachers being considered 
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only in the light of lay preachers. 
However well this regulation might 
be suited to the then existing state 
of things in Great Britain, it was 
certainly not adapted to the state 
of society in this country. Of this 
both preachers and people soon 
became sensible ; and they there- 
fore thought it necessary and ex- 
pedient to resort to the method of 
remedying the evil by the preachers 
administering the ordinances them- 
selves. 

Although we think they erred in 
this particular, their error may find 
an apology in the judgment of 
those who are unwilling to impute 
wilful crime to men evincing, in 
every other part of their conduct, 
the most unblemished reputation. 
That these men were actuated by 
the purest motives admits no doubt, 
and, therefore, their aberration in 
this particular, did not originate 
from a factious spirit, nor from 
personal ambition. Had the stated 
clergy of that age treated those 
men of God with that urbanity and 
Christian courtesy which they de- 
served, and approved of the work 
of God which was evidently pro- 
moted by their means, there would 
have been less temptation for the 
Methodist preachers to establish a 
separate communion, and perhaps 
to this day, they might have been 
amalgamated with the Protestant 
Episcopal church. It was, how- 
ever, far otherwise ; and whether 
the rise and spread of Methodism 
in this country, be regarded as a 
good or an evil, its promoters were 
impelled, in some sense, to pursue 
the course they did. 

The conduct of others, combin- 
ed with their own relation to the 
people who were converted to God 
by their ministry, ultimately led to 
the adoption of measures to secure 
to the Methodist people the rights 
and privileges of a Christian 
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church. Though the calls of the 
people for the ordinances from the 
hands of their spiritual fathers, 
were at first, and for some time, 
resisted by Mr. Asbury and others, 
on the ground that they were not 
duly authorized to administer them, 
yet some of the preachers departed 
from the judgment and wish of 
their brethren, and unhappily run 
in this particular before they were 
sent. The following quotation 
from the discourse before us, sets 
this subject in a just point of light: 


‘*May 1779, the regular conference 
was held, according to appointment, 
in the Broken-Back church, Fluvanna 
county, Virginia. The same question. 
was asked, Shall we administer the 
ordinances? It was answered in the 
affirmative ; and they set apart some 
of their oldest preachers to administer 
the sacraments. The troubles were 
such, that we to the north did not at- 
tend. 

‘¢ The next conference was appoint- 
ed to be held at Manican town, Vir- 
ginia, May, 1780. Prior to this con- 
ference, we northern preachers thought 
it expedient, for our own convenience, 
to hold one in Baltimore; and we ap- 
pointed F. Asbury, W. Watters, and 
F. Garrettson, as delegates to the 
Virginia conference, to bring them 
back if possible to our original usages. 
The proposition we made, was for 
them to suspend the administration of 
the ordinances for one year; in the 
mean while we would consult Mr. 
Wesley, and on the following May we 
would have a union conference in 
Baltimore, and abide by his judgment. 
To this proposal they unanimously 
agreed; and a circumstantial letter 
(indited by brother J. Dickens) was 
sent to Mr. Wesley. 

‘‘ May 1781, according to appoint- 
ment, we met and received Mr. Wes- 
ley’s answer; which was to continue 
on the old plan until farther direction. 
We unanimously agreed to follow his 
counsel, and went on harmoniously. 
I do not think that Mr. Drew in seve- 
ral particulars did justice to our Ame- 
rican brethren ; for he represents them 
as very refractory, and supposes that 
Mr. Asbury had a great deal of trouble 
with them; when the fact was, that 
they were going forth in the power of 
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the Spirit, disseminating gospel truth, 
and suffering much persecution, and 
many privations, while Mr. Asbury 
had a quiet retreat at Judge White’s 
in the state of Delaware, and that, 
during the hottest time of our conflict. 
It is true, our southern brethren (to 
satisfy the people and their own con- 
sciences,) did administer the ordi- 
nances, and that, as they thought, in 
an extreme case. The leading mem- 
bers of the Fluvanna conference were 
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our good brothers Dickens, Gatch. 
Yeargan, Poytress, Ellis, Tatum, &c, 
&c; all faithful, pious, zealous men of 
God, who would do credit to any con- 
nection ; and I admired their goodness 
in cordially agreeing to consult Mr. 
Wesley, and follow his judgment, and 
till that time to suspend the adminis- 
tration of the ordinances. If I am 
prolix on this part of the subject, it is 
to show that ourVirginia brethren were 
undeservedly accused of schism.” 


(To be continued.) 





From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 


Theological Institutes: or, a View of the Evidences, Doctrines, Morals, and Institutions 


of Christianity. By Richard Watson. Part Fourth. 


Svo. pp. 234. 


(Concluded from page 260.) 


On the divine nature of Christ, 
as rendering his sufferings infinitely 
meritorious, we have the following 
appropriate observations :— 


‘“It has been objected by Socinus 
and his followers, that the dignity ofa 
person adds nothing to the estimation 
of his sufferings. The common opinion 
of mankind, in all ages, is, however, a 
sufficient refutation of this objection ; 
for in proportion to the excellence of 
the creatures immolated in sacrifice 
- have the value and efficacy of obla- 
tions been estimated by all people; 
which notion, when perverted, made 
them resort, in some instances, to hu- 
man sacrifices, in cases of great ex- 
tremity ; and, surely, if the principle 
of substitution existed in the penal law 
of any human government, it would 
be universally felt to make a great 
difference in the character of the law, 
whether an honourable or a mean 
substitute were exacted in place of 
the guilty; and that it would have 
«reatly changed the character of the 
act of” Zaleucus, the Locrian law- 
giver, before mentioned, and placed 
the estimation in which he held his 
own laws, and the degree of strictness 
with which he was determined to up- 
hold them, in a very different light, if, 
instead of parting with one of hisown 
eyes, in place of the remaining eye of 
his son, he had ordered the eye of some 
base slave or of a malefactor to be 
plucked out. But without entering 
into this, the notion will be explicitly 
refuted, if we turn to the testimony 
of Holy Writ itself, in which the dig- 
nity and divinity of our Lord is so 


often emphatically referred toas stamp- 
ing that value upon his sacrifice, as 
giving that consideration to his volun- 
tary sufferings on our account, which 
we usually express by the term of 
‘his merits.’ Acts xx, 28, as God, he 
is said to have ‘ purchased the church 
with HIS OWN BLooD.’ In Colossians 
i, 14, 15, we are said to have ‘ redemp- 
tion through nis BLoop, who is THE 
IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE Gop.’ In 
1 Corinthians ii, 8, ‘the Lorn or 
Grory is said to have been cruct- 
FIED.’ St. Peter emphatically calls the 
blood of Christ ‘precious BLOOD;'’ 
and St. Paul dwells particularly upon 
this peculiarity, when he contrasts the 
sacrifice of Christ with those of the 
law, and when he ascribes that puri- 
fying efficacy, which he denies to the 
blood of bulls and of goats, to the 
blood of Christ. ‘ How much more 
shall the BLoop or Curist, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered him- 
self without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God?’ By the argument of 
Socinus there could be no difference 
between the blood of animals, shed 
under the law, as to value and efficacy, 
and-the blood of Christ, which is di- 
rectly in the teeth of the declaration 
and argument of the apostle, who also 
asserts that the patterns of things in 
the heavens were purified by animal 
sacrifices; ‘but the heavenly things 
themselves with BETTER SACRIFICES 
than these,’ namely the oblation of 
Christ.” (pp. 320, 321.) 


In the following paragraph, Mr. 
Watson shows, on the authority of 
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apostolic testimony, the connexion 
which subsists between the death 
of Christ and the pardon of sin: a 
subject on which injurious conces- 
Sions have sometimes been made : 


“It has been sometimes said by 
theologians, sufficiently sound in their 
general views of the doctrine of the 
atonement, that we know not the vin- 
culum, or bond of connexion between 
the sufferings of Christ and the pardon 
of sin; and this therefore they place 
among the mysteries of religion. To 
me this appears rather to arise from 
obscure views of the atonement, than 
from the absence of information on 
this point in the Scriptures themselves. 
Mysteries of love and incomprehen- 
sible facts are found, it is true, in the 
incarnation, humiliation, and svuffer- 
ings of our Lord; but the vinculum, 
or comexion of those sufferings, ap- 
pears to be matter of express revela- 
tion, when it is declared, that the 
death of Christ was a ‘demonstration 
of the righteousness of God,’ of his 
righteous charaeter and his just ad- 
ministration, and therefore allowed 
the honourable exercise of mercy 
without impeachment of justice, or 
any repeal or relaxation of his laws. 
Tf it be meant, in this allegation of 
mystery, that it is not discoverable 
how the death of.Christ is as adequate 
«a display of the justice of God, as 
though offenders had been personally 
punished, this also is clearly in oppo- 
sition to what the apostle has said, in 
the passage which has been so often 
referred to, ‘Whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith 
in his blood, to declare his righteous- 
ness,’ cis evberkia rns dexatocvrns avr, for a 


demonstration, Or MANIFESTATION of 


his righteousness ; nor surely can the 
particulars before stated, in explana- 
tion of this point, be well weighed, 
without our perceiving how gloriously 
the holiness and essential rectitude of 
God, as well as his rectoral justice, 
were illustrated by this proceeding ; 
this, surely, is manifestation, not mys- 
tery.” (pp. 330, 331.) 


Having established the doctrine 
of atonement for sin, by the death 
of Christ, Mr. Watson proceeds 
next to consider the benefits which 
are derived to man from that gra- 
cjous procedyre. Among these are 
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specified, justification, and its con- 
comitants, regeneration, adoption, 
and the witness of the Spirit: all 
of which are distinctly explained 
upon scriptural principles. Justi- 
fication is shown to consist in the 
forgiveness of sins; and, it is prov- 
ed, that, in the language of Holy 
Scripture, the terms, justification, 
the non-imputation of sin, and the 
imputation of righteousness, are all 
used to express substantially the 
same blessing,—absolution from 
guilt and acceptance with God. 
In the chapter on this subject there 
is an able refutation of the opinion, 
so strenuously defended by Mr. 
Hervey and other divines of the 
same school, that justification con- 
sists in the imputation to the be- 
liever of the active obedience of 
Christ to the moral law: an opin- 
ion which, however excellent may 
be the personal character of some 
of its adherents, is the very soul of 
the Antinomian heresy. In this part 
of his work, our author has judi- 
ciously availed himself of the Trea- 
tise on Justification, by the cele- 
brated John Goodwin, published 
upwards of a hundred and eighty 
years ago, and forming, without: 
exception, one of the most acute 
and powerful pieces of polemic 
theology that was ever written. 
Mr. Watson has also furnished a 
most satisfactory confutation of 
Bishop Bull’s theory, contained in 
his Latin treatise, entitled Harmo- 
mia Apostolica : and adopted by a 
large body of the national clergy. 
That eminent scholar contends, 
that sinners are justified before 
God by faith and works united. 
To establish this position, he ex- 
plains St. Paul’s doctrine of justi- 
fication by that of St. James; with- 
out adverting to the very obvious 
circumstance, which at once shows 
the absurdity of his reasoning, that 
St. James only introduces the 
27% 
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subject of justification incidentally, 
while St. Paul discourses upon it 
at large, and of set purpose. The 
iaith by which sinners are justified 
is shown to have special reference 
to the sacrifice of Christ, and to be 
4 principle of trust or confidence. 
Our author has not gone so 
largely into the subject of regene- 
ration as we anticipated. He has 
simply stated its nature, and refut- 
ed an opinion which has_ been 
somewhat prevalent of late years, 
among a certain class of divines,— 
‘That regeneration precedes repent- 
ance: an opinion which confounds 
ithe effects produced by the pre- 
venting grace of God, with that 
renovation of nature which consti- 
tutes a “ meetness for the inherit- 
ance of the saints in light.” In 
reference to these subjects, Mr. 
Watson says, regeneration 


“Ts that mighty change in man, 
wrought by the Holy Spirit, by which 
‘he dominion which sin has over him 
ia his natural state, and which he de- 
plores and struggles against in his peni- 
tent state, is broken and abolished ; so 
that, with full choice of will, and the 
energy of right affections, he serves 
God freely, and ‘runs in the way of 
his commandments.’ ‘ Whosoever is 
born of God doth not commit sin, for 
his seed remaineth in him, and he can- 
not sin, because he is born of God.’ 
‘For sin shall not have dominion over 
you; for ye are not under the law but 
under grace.’ ‘* But now being made 
free from sin, and become servants to 
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, 
and tke end everlasting life.’ Deliver- 
ance from the bondage of sin, and the 
power and the will to do all things 
which are pleasing to God, both as to 
inward habits and outward acts, are, 
therefore, the distinctive characters of 
this state. 

‘‘ That repentance is not regenera- 
tion, we have before observed. It will 
not bear disputing whether regenera- 
tion begins with repentance; for ifthe 
regenerate state is only entered upon 
at our justification, then all that can 
ne meant by this, to be consistent with 
‘ne Scriptures, is, that the preparatory 


“us direct proof that regeneration is a 
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process, which leads to regeneration; 
as it leads to pardon, commences with 
conviction and contrition, and goes on 
to arepentant turning to the Lord. In 
the order which God has established, 
regeneration does not take place with- 
out this process. Conviction of the 
evil and danger of an unregenerate 
state must first be felt. God hath ap- 
pointed this change to be effected in 
answer to our prayers; and acceptable 
prayer supposes that we desire the 
blessing we ask; that we accept of 
Christ as the appointed medium of ac- 
cess to God: that we feel and confess 
our own inability to attain what we 
ask from another; and that we exercise 
faith in the promises of God which 
convey the good we seek. It is clear 
that none of these is regeneration, for 
they all suppose it to be a good in 
prospect, the object of prayer and ea- 
ger desire. True it is, that deep and 
serious conviction of sin, the power to 
desire deliverance from it, the power 
to pray, the struggle against the cor- 
ruptions of an unregenerate heart, are 
all proofs of the work of God in the 
heart, and of an important morai 
change ; but it is not this change, be- 
cause regeneration is that renewal ot 
our nature which gives us dominion 
over sin, and enables us to serve God, 
from love, and not merely from fear ; 
and it is yet confessedly unattained, 
being still the object of search and 
eager desire. Weare not yet ‘ created 
anew unto good works,’ which is as 
special and instant a work of God as 
justification, and for this reason, that 
it is not attained before the pardon oi 
our sins, and always accompanies it. 
‘¢ This last point may be proved, 
‘+1, From the nature of justification. 
itself, which takes away the penalty ot 
sin; but that penalty is not only obli- 
gation to punishment, but the loss of 
the sanctifying Spirit, and the curse of 
being left under the slavery of sin, and 
under the dominion of Satan. Regene- 
ration is effected by this Spirit restor- 
ed to us, and is a consequence of our 
ardon; for though justification in 
itself is the remission of sin, yet a jus- 
tified state implies a change, both in 
our condition and in our disposition : 
in our condition, as we are ina state 
of life, not of death, of safety, not of 
condemnation; in our disposition, as 
regenerate and new creatures. 
*©2, From Scripture, which affords 
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concomitant of justification. ‘If any 
man be 1n Curist, he is a new crea- 
ture.’ It is then the result of our en- 
trance into that state in which we are 
said to be 1n Curist ; and the mean- 
ing of this phrase is most satisfactorily 
explained by Rom. viii, 1, considered 
in connexion with the preceding chap- 
ter, from which, in the division of the 
chapters, it ought not to have been 
separated. That chapter clearly de- 
scribes the state of a person convinced 
and slain by the law applied by the 
Spirit. We may discover, indeed, in 
this description,certain moral changes, 
as consenting to the law that it is good ; 
delighting in it after the inward man ; 
powerful desires; humble confession, 
Xc. The state represented, is, how- 
ever, in fact, one of guilt, spiritual 
captivity, helplessness, and misery ; a 
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Jesus Christ with the heart unto 
righteousness, he is in a state of 
guilt and condemnation before God: 
now, to suppose that, while he re- 
mains in that state, he is a subject 
of regenerating grace; that is, that 
while he is under the sentence of 
eternal death, he is born of God; 
made a partaker of the divine na- 
ture, and actually prepared for eter- 
nal glory, is a palpable absurdity. 
Whereas, when any man under the 
influence of preventing grace, is 
brought to the exercise of repent- 
ance towards God, and faith to- 
wards our Lord Jesus Christ, his 
guilt is cancelled, and his person is 


state of condemnation; and a state of justified ; he stands fully and freely 


bondage to sin. The opposite condi- 
tion is that of aman ‘1n Curaist JE- 
sus:’ to him ‘there is no condemna- 
tion ;’ he is forgiven; the bondage to 
sin is broken; he ‘ walks not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit.’ To be in 
CurisT, is, therefore, to be justified ; 
and regeneration instantly follows. 
Wesee then the order of the divine ope- 
ration in individual experience : con- 
viction of sin, helplessness and danger; 
faith ; justification ; and regeneration. 
The regenerate state is, also, called in 
Scripture sanctification; though a 
distinction is made by the apostle Paul 
between that and being ‘ sanctified 
wholly ;? a doctrine to be afterward 
considered. In this regenerate or 
sanctified state, the former corruptions 
of the heart may remain, and strive 
for the mastery ; but that which cha- 
racterizes awa distinguishes it from 
the state of a penitent before justifica- 
tion, before he is * in Christ,’ is, that 
they are not even his inward habit ; 
and that they have no dominion. Faith 
unites to Christ; by it we ‘derive 
grace and peace from God the Father, 
and his Son Jesus Christ,’ and enjoy 
‘the communion of the Holy Ghost ;’ 
and this Spirit as the sanctifying Spirit, 
is given to us to ‘ abide with us, and 
to be in us,’ and then we walk not 


after the flesh but after the Spirit.” 


(pp. 476478.) 


According to the representations 
of Scripture, until a man has re- 
pented of his gin, and believed in 





acquitted before God; there is no 
charge against him ; and a way is 
then opened for the communication 
of the Holy Spirit to his soul, in 
all his fulness of regenerating and 
comforting energy. But never, 


until we are freed from the guilt of 


sin, can we justly expect to receive 
a new nature. 

In regard to adoption, Mr. Wat: 
son remarks,— 


‘‘ To suppose that the apostles také 
this term from the practice of the 
Greeks, Romans, and other nations, 
who had the custom of adopting the 
children of others, and investing them 
with all the privileges of their natural 
offspring, is, probably, a refinement. 
It is much more likely. that they had 
simply in view the obvious fact, that 
our sins had deprived us of our sonship, 
the favour of God, and our right to the 
inheritance of eternal life; that we 
had become strangers, and aliens, and 
enemies; and that, upon our return to 
God, and reconciliation with him, our 
forfeited privileges were not only re- 
stored, but heightened through the pa- 
ternal loveofGod. They could scarcely 
be forgetful of the affecting parable of 
the prodigal son; and it is under the 
same simple view, that St. Paul quotes 
from the Old Testainent. ‘ Wherefore 
come cut from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing, and I will receive 
you, and I will be a Father unto you; 
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and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty.’ 

‘*¢ Adoption, then, is that act by 
which we who were alienated, and 
enemies, and disinherited, are made 
the sons of God, and heirs of his eter- 
nal glory. ‘Ifciildren then heirs, heirs 
of God and joint heirs with Christ ;’ 
where it is to be remarked, that it is 


not in our own right, nor in right of 


any work done in us, or which we 
ourselves do, though it be an evan- 
gelical work. that we become heirs, 
but jointly with him, and in his right. 

** To this state belong freedom from 
a servile spirit; we are notservants but 
sons: the special love and care of God 
our heavenly Father; a filial confi- 
dence inhim; free access to him at all 
times and in all circumstances; the 
title to the heavenly inheritance ; and 
the Spirit of adoption, or the witness 
of the Holy Spirit to our adoption, 
which is the foundation of all the 
comfort we can derive from those 
privileges, as it is the only means by 
which we can know that they are 
ours.” (pp. 478, 479.) 


The witness of the Spirit, men- 
tioned in the apostolical epistles, 
and vouchsafed to believers, to as- 
sure them of their adoption into the 
family of God, Mr. Watson shows 
to be direct and immediate; and 
confined not to a few persons, but 
given as the common privilege of 
real Christians. The direct testi- 
mony of the Spirit is strengthened, 
and proved to be no delusion, by 
‘¢the answer of a good conscience,” 
which has been denominated, the 
witness of our own spirit. Of these 
two witnesses our author speaks in 
the followmg passage, with which 
we conclude our extracts from this 
valuable publication :— 


‘‘ The second testimony is that of our 
éwn spirits, ‘ and is aconsciousness of 
our having received in and by the Spirit 
of adoption, the tempers mentioned in 
the word of God, as belonging to his 
adopted children; that we are inwardly 
conformed by the Spirit of God, to the 
image of his Son, and that we walk be- 
fore him in justice, mercy, and truth, 
doing the things which are pleasing in 
his sight.’ But this testimony, let it 
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be observed, is not to the fact of our 
adoption directly, but to the fact that 
we have, in truth, received the Spirit 
of adoption, and that we are under no 
delusive impressions. This will enable 
us to answer a common objection to 
the doctrine of the Spirit’s direct wit- 
ness. This is, that when the evidence 
or a first witness must be supported by 
that of a second, before it can be fully 
relied on, it appears to be by no means 
of a ‘decisive and satisfactory charac- 
ter; and that it might be as well to 
have recourse at once to the evidence, 
which, after all, seems to sustain the 
main weight of the cause.’ The an- 
swer to this is not difficult: if it were, 
it would weigh nothing against an ex- 
press text of Scripture, which speaks 
of the witness of the Holy Spirit and 
the witness of our own spirits. Both 
must, therefore, be concluded neces- 
sary, though we should not see their 
concomitancy and mutual relation. 
The case is not, however, involved in 
entire obscurity. Our own spirits can 
take no cognizance of the mind of God, 
as to our actual pardon, and can bear 
no witness to that fact. The Holy 
Spirit only, who knows the mind of 
God, can be this witness; and if the 
fact, that God is reconciled to us, can 
only be known to him, by him only 
can it be attested to us. It cannot, 
therefore, be ‘ as well for us to have 
recourse at once to the evidence of our 
own spirits;’ because, as to this fact, 
our own spirits have no evidence to 
give. They cannot give direct evi- 
dence of it; for we know not what 
passes in the mind of the invisible God : 
they cannot give indirect evidence of 
the fact; for no moral changes, of 
which our spirits can be conscious, 
have been stated in Scripture as the 
proofs of our pardon; they prove that 
there is a work of God in our hearts, 
but they are not proofs of our actual 
forgiveness. Our own spirits are com- 
petent witnesses that such moral ef- 
fects have been produced in our hearts 
and character, as it is the office of the 
Holy Spirit to produce; they prove, 
therefore, the reality of the presence 
of the Holy Spirit with us, and in us. 
That competent and infallible witness, 
has borne his testimony that God is 
become our Father; he has shed 
abroad his holy comfort, the comfort 
which arises from a sense of pardon,— 
and his moral operation within us, 
accompanying, or immediately follow- 
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ing upon this, making us new crea- 
tures in Christ Jesus, is the proof that 
we are in no delusion as to the witness 
who gives this testimony being, in 
truth, the Spirit of God.” (pp. 494, 
495.) 

In concluding our notice of the 
fourth part of Mr. Watson’s Insti- 
tutes, which completes the second 
volume, we have farther to ob- 
serve, that it displays the same 
implicit deference to the testimony 
of Scripture, which distinguishes 
the former portions of that very 
able work; and that it contains 
less quotation than was formerly 
given, and therefore, a larger por- 
tion of original composition. Se- 
veral questions arising out of the 


subjects discussed, are placed in 
a light which is new to us, and in 
which we think they cannot fail to 
impress the serious and attentive 
reader. The author fearlessly as- 
serts and defends the truths of 
Christianity, as they are proposed 
in all their simplicity in Holy Writ, 
and shrinks from no difficulty that 
he meets with in his powerful and 
triumphant career. The pernicious 
errors of Socinus and his disciples 
are pursued in their sinuous wind- 
ings, and exposed in all their atro- 
city and danger. 

The remainder of the work, we 
believe, is in astate of considerable. 
forwardness for publication, 





SACRED CRITICISM. 
For the Methodist Magazine. 


OBSERVATIONS ON 


1 Saitu Jehovah unto my Lord, sit at my 
right hand, 
Until I place thy enemy a stool for thy feet. 
2 The staff of thy strength Jehovah shall 
send from Zion, 
Rule thou in the midst of thy enemies. 
3 Thy people volunteer in the day of thy 
power, 
In the beauty of holiness from the birth ; 
As the dew of the early dawn, 
So shall thy offspring be. 


From the time the promise was 
given in Eden, that “the seed of 
the woman should bruise the ser- 
pent’s head,” down to this day, 
there has been, and will continue 
to be a never ceasing warfare be- 
tween the great Head of the church 
and Satan, the burning adversary 
of souls. Although the power of 
the devil and his deputies continues 
to be too great for human happi- 
ness, yet we have the comfortable 
assurance that his power is dimi- 
nishing, his throne tottering, and 
we hope the time will soon arrive 
when his infernal kingdom shall 
come to an end. The sure word 
of prophecy has foretold, and the 
gradual development of God’s pur- 





PSALM CX, 1, 2, 3. 


poses in the redemption of man has: 
shown, that the day is approaching, 
when, by the wide spread of the 
gospel, all shall know the Lord 
from the greatest to the least of 
mankind. 

The eternal Jehovah, with one 
glance of his omniscience, looks 
through the vista of thousands of 
years as one moment, sees the 
accomplishment of his plan of sal- 
vation to fallen man, and views the 
argh enemy ‘‘ exhausted, spiritless, 
afflicted, fallen,” shorn of his 
strength, despoiled, and vanquish- 
ed. While the enemy is thus sub- 
dued, and chained by divine power, 
Jehovah calls upon the great Cap- 
tain of our salvation, the Messiah, 
to sit at his right hand as a mighty 
conqueror returned from victory 
and dominion; and the enemy of 
all righteousness and his deputies, 
hurled to the earth, and trodden 
down, shall become a stool for his 
feet while sitting on the throne of 
his glory. 
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The divine psalmist continues to 
inform us that the staff, the author- 
ity, the power by which the victory 
over sin and Satan shall be achiev- 
ed, Jehovah shall send out from 
Zion; that at Jerusalem Messiah 
shall accomplish the work by which 
salvation shall spread to earth’s re- 
motest bounds; and at that place 
began the power that enables the 
great Head of the church to rule, to 
have dominion over heaven, earth, 
and hell; and before whose pre- 
sence the devil trembles, sinks 
back abashed, and his cruel power 
withered, Jesus Messiah rules in 
the midst of his enemies. 

God revives his work of grace ; 
power from heaven descends; a 
spring tide flows ; sleeping sinners 
awake; the deaf hear; the dead 
in trepasses and sins arise and live; 
God’s people volunteer themselves 
in the great work; clothed with 
zeal as a garment, adorned with 
the beauty of holiness, brilliant, 
polished, resplendent with heaven’s 
light, and armed in proof, they go 
forth to war ; the victory is certain. 
They labour in the vineyard of the 
Lord, their pay is sure. They 


From the Wesleyan 


DISTRESSING 
Tue following very affecting nar- 

rative, copied from the “‘ Voyage of 
His Majesty’s ship Blonde to the 
Sandwich Islands,” may serve two 
important purposes: it illustrates 
that petition in the Lord’s Prayer, 
‘¢ Lead us not into temptation ;” 
and it reminds Christians of their 
duty to implore the divine protec- 
tion on behalf of those ‘that travel, 
whether by land or by water.” The 
unhappy sufferers, when enduring 
the extremity of famine, and when 
the exercise of reason was in a 
great measure suspended, to sa- 
tisfy the cravings of hunger, were 
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work in the harvest field, and are 
gathered into the garner of heaven. 
Almighty work begins; sinners 
tremble and call upon God ; inqui- 
ry is made in bitterness of spirit, 
what they shall do to be saved ; the 
cross is lifted before them; they 
believe in a crucified Redeemer ; 
their sins are buried in his sepul- 
chre ; a fountain is opened before 
them for sin and uncleanness ; they 
bathe therein and are clean. 

How pure, how brilliant, how 
countless are the dewdrops of 
early dawn! Precious dew de- 
scends from heaven upon the 
parched and thirsty land; every 
leaf, every twig, every spire of 
grass, every flower is bespangled 
with celestial gems, perfect in 
purity, inimitable in beauty, count- 
lessin number. So pure, so beau- 
tiful, so innumerable shall be the 
offspring of the Saviour. So pure, 
so beautiful, so innumerable shall 
be the sons and daughters of 
heaven in the great day of Jeho- 
vah’s power. All hail, glorious 
day! haste thy coming. 

H. T. 


Natchez, March 4, 1827. 


Methodist Magazine. 


SHIPWRECK. 


prompted to an act, the very re- 
membrance of which, in all proba- 
bility, will be to them a source of 
grief and shame during the future 
years of their lives. It is no ordi- 
nary mercy, to be preserved from 
those circumstances which put our 
virtue and our resolution to a test 
more severe than they are able to 
bear. 
On the 7th of March, 1826, says 
the writer of that volume, one of 
those aftecting incidents occurred 
which surpass in horrible interest 
all that invention has ever produc- 
ed to move the sympathies of man. 
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The morning was squally; but 
about noon it cleared up, and the 
ship’s place was ascertained to be 
in lat. 44° 18’ N., and lon. 23- W. 
About four o’clock in the afternoon 
a strange sail was reported, and 
though, from the haziness of the 
weather, she was but indistinctly 
seen, it was perceived that she 
was in distress. Our course was 
immediately altered, and we steered 
directly tor her, being distaut about 
nine miles. As we neared her, she 
proved to be in distress indeed: 
she was a complete wreck, and 
water logged, but being laden with 
timber had not sunk. Her disman- 
tled rigging indicated how severe 
had been her struggle with the ele- 
ments. Her foremast was carried 
away ; but part of her bowsprit and 
the stump of her maintopmast were 
still standing, and a topsail yard 
was crossed, to which a few shreds 
of canvass were sti/l hanging. An 
English jack reversed was attached 
to the ma'n rigging, and the mizen- 
mast was partly gone. The sea 
had cleared the decks of every 
thing. We all felt the greatest 
anxiety to reach her. The evening 
was closing in, with every sign of 
anapproaching gale. Thick squalls 
had already once or twice conceal- 
ed from us the object of our pur- 
suit; but at length we came near 
enough to discern two human 
figures on the wreck, and, pre- 
sently, four others came out from 
behind the remnants of a tattered 
sail, which hung from the main 
rigging, and which had, as it ap- 
peared, been their only shelter from 
the weather. 

It was late ere our boat reached 
the wreck, where she remained 
long; and as the weather was 
growing worse, and the night dark, 
we fired a gun to hasten her re- 
turn. No words can describe the 
wretched state of the poor crea- 


tures she brought when she did 
come. Two women and four men 
were sent up in the arms of the 
sailors, evidently suffering in the 
last stage of famine. They were 
immediately carried below, and 


supplied with small quantities of 


tea and bread, then stripped of their 
wretched clothing, washed, and 
put to bed. 

Meantime the officer reported 
the condition in which he had found 
the wreck. It appeared to have 
been thirty two days in the state in 
which he saw it, during which time 
most of the crew had died, and the 
rest had only preserved life by 
feeding on their late companions. 
When the officer went on board, 
the two women rushed towards 
him, kissed his hands, and hailed 
him as a deliverer. The men stupi- 
fied as it appeared with suffering, 
scarcely spoke, but hastily gather- 
ing their tattered clothes round 
them, hurried towards the boat. 
The master of the vessel, his wife, 
a female passenger, two middle- 
aged men, and one young man, 
were all that survived of seventeen. 
One of the women, when brought 
on the Blonde’s deck, fell on her 
knees, and exclaimed, ‘ Great 
God, where am I? Is it a dream?” 
But it was not until the next day 
that we heard the particulars of 
their sad story. 

As the night came on, it began 
to blow fresher and fresher, and 
ere morning the weather had, as 
we thought, been violent enough to 
have destroyed these poor crea- 
tures, had they remained upon the 
vessel; but as day advanced, the 
wind again moderated, and the 
master of the vessel being some- 
what recovered, gave the following 
account of the wreck. 

About the end of January, 1826, 
the ship Frances Mary, laden with 
timber, sailed from New-Bruns- 
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wick for Liverpool. From the very 
beginning of her voyage she had 
experienced tempestuous weather. 
On the 4th of February, the main 
top-mast having been carriedaway, 
she had become almost uumanage- 
able, and they therefore cut away 
her fore-mast in order to bring her 
to the wind. Before that she had 
been scudding. While in the act 
of cutting away the mast, a heavy 
sea broke over her stern with a 
dreadful crash, forced in the cabin 
windows, unshipped her rudder, 
and in a moment left her a helpless 
wreck. Wave after wave now 
swept over her, and the crew and 
passengers took refuge in the main- 
top. One of the number, an elderly 
man, died that night: next day, 
the weather having moderated, the 
rest came down from the top, and 
endeavoured to get at some provi- 
sions ; but nothing except a few 
pounds of biscuit could be obtain- 
ed, notwithstanding every effort 
that they could make, to hook up 
some of the stores from between 
the timbers. On the fourth day, 
to the great joy, they perceived a 
sail bearing down towards them 
under American colours. She soon 
eame within hail, and offered to 
fake them on board, provided they 
could make a raft to go té her, but 
the sea was still running so high 
that she was fearful of lowering a 
boat. The unhappy sufferers had 
neither tools nor materials with 
which to construct a raft, even if 
they had retained strength to do it. 
However, this American staid by 
them two days, evidently anxious 
to’assist them if possible. She was 
once separated from them by the 
violence of the gale ; but on rejoin- 
ing them, came so near that two 
of the people on the wreck pro- 
posed to swim to her, if she would 
then lend the boat to save the rest. 
The proposal was perhaps unheard, 
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—it was certainly unanswered ; 
and shortly afterwards, the Ameri- 
can bore up, and the crew of the 
Frances Mary were once more 
left to their fate, amidst feelings 
to which no words can give a 
name. <A few days afterwards 
their hopes were again raised only 
to be again disappointed, by the 
approach of another American ves- 
sel, under the same circumstances; 
for she also, with a bare expres- 
sion of pity, sailed away. Now 
the sufferers abandoned all hope 
of being saved. Ten days had 
elapsed since their ship became a 
wreck, and their scanty store of 
biscuit was exhausted. During 
this time, besides the evils of cold 
and hunger, they had the discom- 
fort of being frequently obliged to 
lash themselves to the remaining 
rigging to save themselves from 
being washed overboard. But now 
famine laid hold of them. 

As their numbers thinned, each 
thought, but dared not speak, of 
one means of sustaining life. On 
this day, the tenth of their misery, 
they looked at each other, as they 
were committing a body to the 
deep,—and it appeared as if each 
had understood the look; but still 
another, an old man died,—and 
again they forbore. The same 
night, however, a boy expired, and 
famine forced them to the unna- 
tural food ! 

The women bore these compli- 
cated evils better than the men. 
The young passenger, in particu- 
lar, did, as they all confessed, con- 
tribute most of all to save such as 
did survive. Engaged to marry 
the ship’s steward on reaching: 
England, she had the misery of 
seeing him expire before her,—the 
still greater misery of reflecting, 
in after life, that the frenzied love 
of existence, which extreme famine 
is known te excite, forced her with: 











her companions, to the horror of 
deriving life from his death! Yet 
she kept up the spirits of her com- 
panions; she daily called upon 
them to pray with her; she por- 
tioned out their unnatural food ; 
and robbed their misery of half its 
horror, by her confidence in Pro- 
vidence, and her decency of con- 
duct even in that wretched time. 

It is scarcely right, perhaps, to 
lay open such shocking tales of 
human misery as seem to degrade 
man, and display a state in which 
his animal cravings get the better 
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fore, forbear to dwell on the far- 
ther particulars of this sad story. 

The patients all recovered ; and 
with their bodily strength their hu- 
man feelings returned. At first 
they seemed insensible to the hor- 
ror of their tale, and told it without 
hesitation; but, as their powers 
returned, a strange revolution took 
place; and they seemed not only 
horror struck at the remembrance 
of what they had done, but at their 
own apathy in having told it too 
plainly : and surely such feelings 
are to be respected. 





of his moral sense : we will, there- Dipymvs. 
From theo Wesleyan Mothodist Magazine. 
THE ISLAND OF MAUTI. ° 


On the Sth of August, 1825, to 
our great surprise, land was des- 
cried from the mast head; and as 
Wwe were uncertain from its posi- 
tion, whether it was one of the 
islands discovered by Captain 
Cook, we bore up for it, and about 
three in the afternoon were within 
two miles of the nearest point. 
A heavy swell rolled towards the 
land, and broke on a long chain of 
coral which appeared to surround 
the island. Within, it appeared to 
be wooded ; but our glasses were 
turned landwards in vain to disco- 
ver either canoes or huts. At 
length, as we sailed slowly along 
the north-west side, we were sud- 
denly gratified by the sight of a 
native emerging from the woods, 
and placing himself upon a rock, 
whence he continued to look stead- 
fastly on the ship. A boat was im- 
mediately lowered, and Mr. Mal- 
den, with a reconnoitering party, 
proceeded towards the shore, with 
strict injunctions however, to be 
very cautious in endeavouring to 
ascertain the disposition of the 
natives before he attempted to land 

Vou. x. July, 1827. 


among them. On our approaching 
the island, we attempted, by signs, 
to induce the man to swim off to 
the boat : this he naturally enough 
refused to do; but, from his ges- 
ticulations, we understood that, 
though there was no landing place 
there, yet on the other side of the 
island we should find one. We 
then returned on board, and the 
ship stood off and on for the night. 
Next morning we proceeded to the 
lee-side of the island, and perceiy- 
ing several canoes coming off to 


us, we lay to about three miles off 


the shore. The first that reached 
us was a single man, whose cos- 
tume soon convinced us that we 
were not the first visiters of this 
solitary place. He wore a straw 
hat, shaped like a common Eng- 
lish hat; and besides his maro, 03 
waist cloth, he wore a cloak of tapa, 
of the same form with the South 
American poucho. The language 
of this man seemed to bear some 
affinity to the Hawaiian, but not suf- 
ficient for any of our people to com- 
prehend him’ fully ; however, we 
made out that the island was cal! 
28 
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ed Mauti. While we were ques- 
tioning our visiter, another canoe, 
of very singular construction, came 
alongside of us. ‘Though double, 
like the war canoes of the Sand- 
wich Islands, its form was very 
different. The prows and waists 
were two, but the sterns united, so 
as to form but one; and this stern, 
curiously carved, was carried up in 
a curve to the height of six or seven 
feet above the water’s edge. ‘Two 
persons, who, by their dress and 
appearance, seemed to be of some 
importance, now stepped on board, 
and, to our great surprise, produced 
a written document from that branch 
of the London Missionary Society 
settled at Otaheite, qualifying them 
to act as native teachers in the Isl- 
and:of Mauti. They were very 
fine looking men, dressed in cot- 
ton shirts, cloth jackets, and a sort 
of petticoat of very fine mat instead 
of trowsers. 

They were much astonished at 
every thing they saw on board the 
frigate, though it appeared they 
were not ignorant of the use of the 
guns and other things, but they 
evidently had never seen so large 
a vessel. The galley fire, and the 
players on wind instruments in 
the band seemed to surprise and 
delight them more than any thing. 
Our bread they ate after smelling 
to it; but it is impossible to de- 
scribe their faces of disgust on 
tasting wine. 

As soon as their curiosity was 
satisfied, we determined to avail 
ourselves of their local knowledge 
as guides, and to go onshore. We 
embarked in two boats, taking one 
of the missionaries in each; but 
we found the surf onjthe beach so 
violent, that we got into the natives’ 
canoes, and trusted to their expe- 


rience for taking us s through: 
this they did with ad@gm@irable dex- 
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terity, and our passage in the ca- 
noes convinced us that no boat of 
ours could have effected a landing. 

The coral bank at the landing 
place extends fifty yards from the 
iand, at about two feet under water: 
when we reached it, the natives 
carried us ashore on their shoul- 
ders. When arrived, it appeared 
as if the whole male population 
had assembled to greet us; the 
only two women, however, were 
the wives of the missionaries, de- 
cently clothed from head to foot. 
kach individual of this numerous 
assembly pressed forward to shake 
hands, and seemed unhappy tiil 
this sign of friendship had passed : 
and this ceremony being over, they 
conducted us towards their habita- 
tions, which were about two miles 
inland. Our path lay through a 
thick shady wood, on the skirts of 
which, in a small open space on 
the left, two handsome canoes 
were building. ‘They were each 
eighty feet long; the lower part, 
as usual, of a single tree, hollowed 
out with great skill. The road was 
rough over the fragments of coral, 
but it wound agreeably through 
the grovey which improved in 
beauty as we advanced, and at 
length, to our’ surprise and plea- 
sure, terminated in a beautiful 
green lawn, where there were two 
of the prettiest white washed cot- 
tageS"imaginable, the dvellings of 
the missionaries, who are, as it ap- 
pears, the chief personages on the 
island. 

The inside of their habitations 
corresponded to their exterior neat- 
ness. ‘Thésfloors were boarded : 
there were a sofa and some chairs 
of native workmanship: windows 
with Venetian shutters, rendered 
the apartments cool and agreeable. 
The rooms were divided from each 
other by screens of tapa: in one 
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there was a bed of white tapa, and 
the floor was covered with colour- 
ed varnished tapa resembling oil- 
cloth. We were exceedingly struck 
with the appearance of elegance 
and cleanliness all around us, as 
well as with the modest and de- 
corous behaviour of the people, 
especially the women ; all of whom 
formed a strong contrast with the 
habits of the common people of the 
Sandwich Islands: but this ts a 
small community, easily inspected 
by its teachers, and having, as yet, 
had no intercourse trom without, to 
disturb the effects of their admoni- 
tions and example. 

After partaking of the refresh- 
ment offered us by our hostess, 
which consisted of baked pig, 
bread fruit, and yams, we accom- 
panied the missionaries to their 
church. It stands on a rising 
ground, about four hundred yards 
from the cottages. A fence, com- 
posed of the trunks of cocoa 
nut trees, surrounds the area in 
which it stands. Its form is oval, 
and the roof is supported by four 
pillars, which bear up the ndge. 
It is capable of containing two 
hundred persons. Two doors and 
twelve windows give it light and 
air; the pulpit and reading desk 
are neatly carved and painted, 
with a variety of pretty designs, 
and the benches for the people are 
arranged neatly round. Close to 
the church is the burying place, 
mound of earth covered 
yard: and the whole 
"Of modest simplicity 
which delighted no less than sur- 
prised us. 

The history of Mauti is short. 
It is under the dominion of the king 
of Atui, the Watteeoo of Captain 
Cook. This king having been 
persuaded to relingwish his idola- 
trous worship and festroy his idols, 
accompanied two English mission- 






aries in a small vessel called the 
Endeavour, to this island. As 
soon as he approached, the chiefs 
and the people immediately throng- 
ed out to meet and welcome him ; 
and on his going ashore, while 
they were yet assembled round 
him, he said, ‘‘I am come to ad- 
vise you to receive the knowledge 
of the true God, because hitherto 
you have been adoring senseless 
pieces of wood,the work of your own 
hands. [ shall leave you a teacher 
to instruct you, and show you how 
you have hitherto been in error.” 

He then gave orders for the de- 
struction of the morais, and for the 
burning of the idols. Thus, in one 
day, and that the first in which a 
vessel from the civilized world 
touched there, the superstitions of 
ages were overturned, and the 
knowledge of the true God brought 
among a docile people. From the 
account of the missionaries, the 
ancient religion seems to have been 
the same with that of the Sandwich 
Islanders, 

On our return to the beach, one 
of the missionaries attended us. 
As we retraced our steps through 
the wood, the warbling of the birds, 
whose plumage was as rich as it 
was new to us,—the various tinted 
butterflies that fluttered across our 
path,—the delicious climate,—the 
magnificent forest trees,—and 
above all, the perfect union and 
harmony existing among the na- 
tives,—presented a succession of 
agreeable pictures which could not 
fail to delight us. 

The only weapons we observed 
among the inhabitants of Mauti, 
were spears, of the same make 
and variety as in the other South 
Sea Isles. They possessed few 
ornaments ; and those who had 
their ears bored stuck a small leaf, 
rolled up, in the orifice. The 
greater number wore straw hats, 


a -cnnecaesy 


Stee ee 


Near 
urysore a carbine comin eames aaa 


IED Rain Se WOM RIE raha 


“* SE re as 


a te 


AKA smile akin 
SEES 


Catt 


ee 


Aaa nee R a 7 







































508 


and were more clothed than in the 
adjacent islands. ‘They were hos- 
pitable and kind to us; and we 
gave them some knives, scissors, 
fish hooks, and printed cotton, with 
all of which they seemed to be 
much delighted. Their number is 
considered as amounting to be- 
tween two and three hundred. 
Their food consists principally of 
bread fruit, and fish; they have, 
however, yams, cocoa nuts, and 
plantains, the latter of which they 
preserve dry, in the same manner 
as is practisedin Guzerat. They 
possess some tame goats, fowls, 
and abundance of pigs. We saw 
only one dog, and he appeared to 
be of European parentage. Rats, 
something larger than the common 
South Sea rat, abound; but we 
found none of the lizards so com- 
mon in the other South Sea Isles. 

We saw a green dove, but could 
not get it; another of the same 
genus, extremely beautiful, which 
we named Columba Byronensis. 
We also saw a fine duck, a species 
of Scolopar; a blue and white 
heron ; a hawk; a king-fisher pe- 
culiar, and called by us Alcedo 
Mautiensis; a starling, and some 
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tarn and petrels. We were unable 
to procure any insects, but saw 
some very beautiful varieties of but- 
terfly, and flying bugs and beetles. 

Our time on shore was so limit- 
ed, that we could only observe 
such plants as grew on our road, 
such as cocoa, pandanus, bread 
fruit, and some immense trees, of 
twenty-five feet in girth, unknown 
to us. 

The shore presented no great 
variety of shells: a few species of 
murex and cowrie, a trochus, a 
turbo, and a patella, yellow in the 
inside, were all we found ; but it 
must be remembered that we saw 
only the spot where we landed, and 
that our visit was short and hurried. 

The whole island seems to be 
of coral formation. We brought 
away two or three specimens of 
phosphate of lime; and did not 
observe any thing else worthy of 
remark. 

As Mauti has not been laid 
down in any chart, or described by 
any navigator, we used the privi- 
lege of discoverers, and named it 
Parry’s Island. It lies in 20° 8 
south latitude, and 157° 20’ of west 
longitude. 





THERE are too many persons 
who contract debts, without per- 
ceiving any means of payment to be 
in their power. Those who trans- 
gress in this manner, feel satisfied 
if they do not know themselves to 
beunabletopay. Were they strictly 
honest, however, they would take 
effectual care to see whether they 
were able or not. Often by over- 
rating their property, their efforts, 
or the markets, they feel a loose 
conviction that they shall possess 
this power; but they take no pains 
to render the fact certain, or even 





ON THE PAYMENT OF DEBTS. 


probable. We are bonnd before 
we become willing to receive our 
neighbour’s property, to know that 
we have means clearly probable of 
paying him; otherwise. we wan- 
tonly subject him tovth@eloss of it, 
and differ very little, as moral be- 
ings, from thieves and robbers. 
Another transgression of the 
same nature is, neglecting to pay 
our debts at the time they become 
due. There are many persons 
whose general character as Chris- 
tians, is fair; who yet in this re- 
spect, are extremely deserving of 

























Sketches of Revivals in 


censure. They contract debts, 
which they engage to discharge 
within a given time. This time is 
therefore a part of the contract ; a 
ground on which the bargain is 
made; a condition on which the 
price was calculated. This obvi- 
ous truth is understood by all men; 
and makes part of the language of 
every bargain in which credit is 
given. To the expectation formed 
by the creditor of receiving his 
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debt at the time specified, the 
debtor has voluntarily given birth. 
It is an expectation, therefore, 
which he is bound to fulfil. Ifhe 
does not take every lawful measure 
in his power to fulfil it, or if he 
does not fulfil it when it is in his 
power, he is guilty of fraud; of 
depriving his neighbour, not per- 
haps by design, but by a guilty 
negligence, of a part of his pro- 
perty.— Dwight. 





RELIGIOUS AND MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
> 
For the Methodist Magazine. 
SHORT SKETCHES OF REVIVALS OF RELIGION AMONG THE ME- 
THODISTS IN THE WESTERN COUNTRY, WITH REFLECTIONS ON 


THE WESTERN COUNTRY GENERALLY. 
(Continued from page 263.) 


No. 


Let the sweet work of prayer and praise 
Employ our youngest breath ; 

Thus we’re prepared for longer days, 
Ox fit for early death. 


Tue doctor's daughter (Susanna) 
returned home from the cherry feast 
under the most serious concern for her 
soul; rehearsed the whole matter to her 
mother, who also became very seri- 
ously affected. The deep awakenings 
of the daughter made a deep impres- 
sion upon ber mother’s mind. The doc- 
tor at leneth, through some channel, 
learning the result of the visit, and 
seeing the visible change in his daugh- 
ter’s appearance, all of a sudden on 
this occasion was at once roused to 
the highest pitch of desperation. The 
threatened storm begins now to gather 
round this new subject of awakening 
grace. He calls for a servant, directs 
him to prepare a horse and chaise to 
take his daughter to her aunt’s, (Mrs. 
Harrison,*) a widow then living in Ca- 
roline county, forty miles distant. And 
with the most vehement protestations, 
that unless his daughter relinquished 
her purpose, never to see his face 
again. How feeble are the efforts of 
man without grace; when heaven de- 
signs to do the work, what is a human 
being’s puny arm to resist, or to 
be raised to oppose it? How provi- 
dential was this singular event; her 


* This pious lady is yet alive, living in 
Manchester, opposite Richmond, Ya. 


14. 


aunt, unknown to the doctor, had gone 
to hear these strange people, had em- 
braced religion and joined society, and 
opened her house for preaching. He 
could not have sent her to a more 
convenient and suitable place. But 
to the doctor’s great annoyance, his 
wife became more and more sensibly 
affected, her awakenings were deep, 
and she desired to go to hear the 
Methodists for herself. In this the 
old doctor opposed her. A quarterly 
meeting was to be held at Richardson’s 
chapel, (called the barn) to which she 
desired to go. Although on all occa- 
sions the doctor perhaps was not ex- 
ceeded as a husband or parent for ten- 
derness and affection for his family,— 
indeed he carried his indulgence to an 
extreme*—On this occasion it was 


* On this subject his youngest son remarks, 
that in 1821, he visited Huntsville in Ala- 
bama, hearing that a gentleman resided there: 
who he believed about this time lived in the 
doctor's family, he called to see him, and by 
way of introduction inquired if he was the 
gentleman he supposed him to be, that that 
question of doubt was solved, if he knew o}d 
doctor Hinde of Hanover. The gentleman 
appeared to be startled, and quickly replied, 
‘¢ Yes, sir, I knew the doctor.” ‘* Then, sir,” 
replied his son, “ I can inform you that fam 
his youngest son, and the youngest of the 
family now living, and have called to see 
you.” With this the gentleman sprang for- 
ward, seized him in his arms, and hurried 
him into his parlour, where sat his wife anc 
a Presbyterian clergyman; and his first in 
oB* 
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strange, it was really astonishing, to 
see how his feelings were wrought up- 
on; they were roused beyond control. 
Ie most positively denied his wife the 
privilege of going to this meeting ; he 
became persuaded in his own mind 
that these people had set those persons 
thus affected crazy; and thus con- 
cluded that his wife and daughter were 
really deranged, and that without a 
proper remedy being immediately ap- 
plied that the consequences would be- 
come very serious. The doctor draw- 
ing these conclusions, set himself very 
deliberately to prepare a huge blister 
plaster, and without notifying his 
wife on the occasion, made his ap- 
pearance in the room with his plaster 
spread on his hands. A young lady 
who was on a visit, being in the room, 
asked with great emotions of surprise 
and astonishment, ‘Gracious heavens! 
doctor, what do you intend to do with 
that blister plaster?” He very coolly 
and deliberately replied, ‘1 intend to 
put it upon my wife.” She very pa- 
tiently submitted, received it upon her 
neck with all the meekness that can 
possibly be conceived, and without 
murmuring or complaining sustained 
its painful operation all day. She 
became very happy even under its 
painful operation, was cheerful and 
sang hymns that she had recently 
learned, all new to the doctor, the 
whole time. This greatly astonished 
him; her submission had confounded 
him; he did not indeed know what to 
make of it; but ultimately concluded 
ihat his flies were not good, or that 
‘rom some cause unknown, the blister 
had failed to have the desired effect. 
lle was therefore induced from this 
©ircumstance to permit the blister to 
remain till next morning. But when 
ne proceeded to dress his patient, he 


troduction, before his guest was seated, com- 
menced rehearsing the blister plaster story. 
Considerable perturbation of a bewildered 
cast seemea to rush upon the priest, he 
knew not what to make of it ; his wife how- 
eyer, having often heard the story before 
from her husband, became so sensibly af- 
fected that tears trickled down her cheeks! 
‘Notwithstanding all this,” continued 
Sudge J——s, “it appeared to be very-extra- 
ordinary ; the doctor was the most tender 
and affectionate parent and husband I ever 
knew. He once stated that he whipped his 
daughter Susanna with a broom straw, when 
her mother cried, the servants cried, and he 
cried too.” The Judge’s wife the guest 
sound to be a zedious and pious Methodist 


discovered that he was mistaken, am 
astonishing blister had been raised. 
He stepped back with great surprise, 
and under agony of conscience and 
amazement, his mind became bewil- 
dered ! Clasping his fingers, he whirls 
one thumb over the other; his wife 
saw his great perturbation, caught his 
eve, and with great composure of 
mind asked him, ‘* My dear, have you 
punished me enough? You thought 
that it was a punishment, but I never 
was as happy in all my life.” He was 
thunderstruck. The doctor replied, 
if she chose, that she might go to the 
meeting. He dressed her blister at 
her own request. She attended the 
quarterly meeting, when the Lord 
applied the witness of the Spirit to her 
soul, and she returned rejoicing! But 
oh, the blister! For now near forty 
years, the doctor has not ceased to 
tell the effects which it ultimately 
produced by the grace of God upon 
his own heart. In every love feast and 
class meeting, in every company in 
speaking of religion he lets no oppor- 
tunity escape him to tell with stream- 
ing eyes, his awful, yet glorious tale ! 
And when speaking in a love feast or 
class meeting, generally winds up by 
saying, ‘* Yes, after all this, I perse- 
cuted my dear wife, who is now my 
wife, my mother, and my sister in the 
Lord.” And it seldom happens, even 
where it is repeatedly told, to fail in 
melting the audience into tears! but 
to strangers it produces something like 
a holy agony of soul. 

When the doctor discovered that he 
had banished his daughter and perse- 
cuted his wife, he was struck with 
horror and amazement; he fled to a 
secret place and begun to pray. He 
now consented that his daughter should 
return, and endeavoured to wrestle 
with his wounded conscience in the 
best way he could. His daughter had 
also obtained a witness of the Spirit, 
and possessing naturally a strong 
mind and great energy, she became a 
bold, intrepid, and courageous soldier 
of the cross. She was fearless and 
undaunted on all occasions; but it 
was some length of time before the 
doctor would consent for his wife and 
daughter to join society. A way, how- 
ever, was soon opened for them on 
this score also. 

Called to visit a patient in an ad- 
joining county, while he was riding 
along the road, he heared the voice of 
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une calling near the road, ‘‘ Doctor ! 
doctor!” he turned and beheld one 
of his particular friends, and an old 
acquaintance, who had very recently 
embraced religion. He oow informed 
the doctor, that there was to be Me- 
thodist preaching at a chapel hard by, 
that he wished him to call, that he 
would feed his horse, and the horse 
would be resting while they would 
walk over to hear the sermon. The 
doctor hesitated; but it was urged 
upon him, being much attached to his 
favourite riding horse, for his sale ; 
and in order to havea little sport with 
the babbler, as he called the preacher 
in his own mind, he informed his friend 
at last that he would go. 

He attended, and waited for the ar- 
rival of the preacher. Being very 
quizical, the doctor had thought from 
his proficiency in physiognomy, he 
would watch the movements of his 
pulpit orator, and afterwards make his 
own remarks and observations. He 
at length saw the preacher enter the 
chapel, and to use his own words, ‘* at 
length,” says he, “a stripling ap- 
peared with his saddle bags on his 
arm. He looked,” said he, ‘like a 
school boy.”” The doctor had taken 
a very central position in order to 
make his observations and remarks, 
when this * stripling’’ as he called 
him, ascended the pulpit, (Mr. Fore a 
young sascuniie ** He stretched his 
neck, surveyed the congregation, and 
then,” said the doctor, ** I thought that 
he fixed hiseyeuponme. Ashe proceed- 
ed to address-the congregation, a kind 
of shivering seized my frame, his very 
looks had pierced my heart, and now, 
alas! I was exposed to the full view of 
the whole congregation; tears flowed, 
and it was a vain attempt to stop them; 
I wiped and wiped my eyes, until my 
handkerchief failed to stop them, it was 
wet with tears. I was confounded and 
overpowered ; and left the house after 
service under all the feelings of mor- 
tification and distress.” He returned 
home, having heretofore recalled his 
daughter, consented that she and her 
mother might join the Methodist soci- 
ety, opened his house for preaching, 
sought the Lord, and found peace and 
joy flowing upon his soul, and like a 
persecuting Saul of Tarsus came forth 
a bright and zealous advocate of the 
cause of truth. The doctor’s third 
daughter at the age of eleven years 
became awakened, sought for and ob- 
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tained peace and pardon, and at that 
early period was the first one of the 
family that took up the cross in family 
prayer. Hannah also became an ex- 
ample of piety, and was so gifted in 
prayer at that early period of life, as to 
excite the attention of her friends and 
strangers. Those two female converts 
both married travelling preachers— 
the former the Rev. Le Roy Cole, the 
latter Rev. William Kavanaugh. 

The doctor's conversion at this day 
was viewed by many as something 
very extraordinary. He had an unu- 
sually extensive circle of friends and 
acquaintances; his spirited, jocular, 
and humourous disposition, had on all 
occasions rendered him the life of his 
companions. But his singular conver- 
sion, produced a shock upon his friends. 
He came out as bold as a lion: he 
spared no station nor order of society, 
but in his own peculiar manner wain- 
ed them from the greatest down tothe 
sable African. The writer never but 
once saw his equal in this particular, 
and his case will be mentioned in the 
sequel. 

Crowds of people now attended the 
Methodist meetings. The doctor, 
wife, and two daughters, became act- 
ive and useful members of the society. 
For a while it appeared as if the whole 
settlement would bow submissively to 
the gospel. But a divisive spirit was 
soon spread abroad by Mr. 6 Kelly's 
schism. The Baptists also contending 
for their Calvinistic principles, and 
their baptism by immersion only, the 
strong prepossessions of others in fa- 
vour of the Episcopal church, all con- 
spired to depress the blessed work of 
God. However, after thirty years’ abe 
sence, the writer visited this region of 
his nativity, and found many of the old 
stock yet in full bloom for eternity ;* 


* It is but just to remark, that the writer 
discovered that although about 30 years 
had elapsed since the doctor and his wife 
left this part of the country, their pious ex- 
ample, and godly conversation had made a 
deep and lasting impression on these people. 
The doctor’s youngest son was met by his 
parénts’ friends, with streaming tears by 
some, with the most tender affection by all ; 
the changes were too great to remain long; 
after listening to the recitals of past occut- 
rences, and found that so long a train of past 
events, were now breaking in upon the 
mind ; he made his stay short, but happy 
in the reflection that a general impression in 
favour of religion now rested very power? 
fully upon the mihds of this people... 
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and has subsequently learned that the 
Lord has wonderfully visited these 
people through the Methodist min- 
istry. 

In 1797, the doctor and bis family 
took a parting leave of their friends 
and neighbours and set out for the 
then wilderness of Kentucky ; these 
two old people (the doctor and his 
wife) who had been extensively useful 
in the old country, had a new theatre 
opened to their view. Kentucky 
though then a plentiful country, it 
was soon discovered that piety, and 
particularly Methodism, were rare 
productions here, and indeed Method- 
ism was a very unpopular profession 
in this region of the earth; nor was 
there a preacher or a society to be 
found any where near them on their 
arrival in Kentucky. In their neigh- 
bourhood were found three or four 
who once belonged to a society in 
Virginia, but now cold and indiffer- 
ent as to religion, and like the rest 
taking their pleasure in the amuse- 
ments of the world. This truly dis- 
couraged the old people. But the old 
lady, always the more indefatigable 
and persevering of the two, now led 
the way. She inquired for local 
preachers, and at last found one, (old 
brother Whitaker ;) but few travelling 
preachers were then in the state, or in 
the west. A small society was formed, 
and numbers from curiosity attended 
meeting. When the family had found 
a home, the crowds of both young and 
old people who visited them, particu- 
larly on sabbath days, was in some 
measure gratifying to the irreligious 
part of the family, as such visits flow- 
ed from motives of the sincerest friend- 
ship as they conceived; but it was 
painful to the old people. They long- 
ed for their sabbath meetings. 

On one of those occasions a number 
of the neighbours visited the family in 
the year 1798, and among others an 
old revolutionary officer, Maj. John 
Martin, attended. On this occasion 
the old lady’s faith was severely tried. 
The old gentleman was a confirmed 
deist, although a man of standing” in 
society at large, a kind neighbour, and 
much attached to the family, he des- 
pised the old people’s religion. Even 
before their arrival the old major had 
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frequently spoken of them, and being 
in expectation of their removal for 
several years before their arrival, a 
short time before they came, the old 
major had a very singular dream. He 
inquired of the old lady’s nephew what 
kind of old lady in her personal ap- 
pearance, his old aunt was, little 
dreaming at that time what would be 
the result of a personal acquaintance. 
The old major had on several pre- 
vious occasions made heavy assaults 
on the principles of the Christian re- 
ligion, and endeavoured to persuade 
these two old Methodists out of their 
notion as he called it. After repeated 
arguments the doctor had given him 
up. But on this sabbath day the 
major had given great latitude to his 
discourse, and spoke freely as to the 
propriety of manufacturing sugar from 
the maple on the sabbath day. The 
old lady reminded him that it was a 
day consecrated by God himself for 
religious purposes, and that all sab- 
bath breakers would have to give a 
strict account of their conduct at the 
day of judgment. The major then 
addressed himself to a young gentle- 
man and remarked, ** Lane, these 
Christians believe that there is to bea 
day of judgment. I suppose,” said he, 
‘*‘ that there will be a great gathering 
on that occasion. And as you and ! 
it appears will have to attend, and al- 
though we enter the gates in different 
ways, we, ] suppose, will know each 
other, I wish you to bring a few bot- 
tles of wine with you. As we shall have 
rare sport on that day, I hope you will 
certainly attend.” The doctor’s wife 
from her own remarks felt very aw- 
ful. ‘* Major,” said she, ** you may 
rest assured that there will be such a 
day, and you will most certainly see 
that day. And on that day will have 
to give a strict account of all the ac- 
tions of your life, and particularly for 
this day’s conduct; but unless you are 
changed in heart, and in life, and in 
conduct too, it will be under very dif- 
ferent circumstances from those under 
which you now hope to see it,” and 
followed up the subject with a warm 
exhortation; the young man turned 
pale, and the old major began to 
tremble. THropuiitus ARMINIUS. 
Newport, (Ky.,) Feb. 10, 1827, 


(To be continued.) 
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STATE OF THE MISSIONS UNDER DIRECTION OF THE MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


INDIAN MISSION AT THE CREDIT, UPPER CANADA. 
Letter from the Rev. Edgerton Ryerson, dated April 18, 1827. 


Rev. AnD Dear Srr,—I now sit 
down to discharge a duty, which, for 
various reasons, I have long neglected. 
I arrived at my station the 16th of 
Sept. 1826, when I commenced my 
labours among this new made people. 
I was at that time a perfect stranger 
to Indians, and but little acquainted 
with their customs; but the affectien- 
ate manner in which they received 
me, and the joy they appeared to feel 
on the occasion, removed all the 
strangeness of national feeling, and 
enabled me to embrace them as bre- 
ihren, and love them as mine own peo- 
ple. I found them happy in their spirit- 
ual circumstances—of one heart and 
one soul, rejoicing daily in the Lord ; 
and their children attentive at school. 
How changed the scene! thought I, 
while visiting their several camps ; 
this flat* which had heretofore re- 
sounded with the yells of drunkenness, 
and teemed with intoxicated Indians 
and white men, is now covered with 
wigwams of Christians, and vocal with 
the praises of Jehovah! This injured 
people whose thousands have dwindled 
to a little more than five score, are 
now regarded by the Sun of righteous- 
ness, and are admitted to behold a 
light which is shrouded from the view 
of many of their more wise and refined 
neighbours. The grace of God was 
manifest among them; but they need- 
ed to be instructed more perfectly 
how to cleave unto the Lord with full 
purpose of heart. Order and disci- 
pline were wanting, and a house that 
would answer the double purpose of 
literary and religious instruction. As 
the cold weather now began to pinch 
so that we could no longer have morn- 
ing prayers in the old board chapel, it 
was necessary to erect a house imme- 
diately. We thought it advisable to 
make the first attempt towards pro- 
curing the means for building among 
ourselves. Accordingly the Indians, 
men, women, and children, were col- 


* The Indians were encamped on a 
level piece of ground near the river, 
where fishermen of every description 
had formerly been accustomed to resort. 


lected together by the sound of the 
horn, and the matter was explained to 
them by P. Jones, and a subscription 
presented. In half an hour one hun- 
dred dollars lacking four pence were 
subscribed, and, (it being the season 
for catching salmon,) forty dollars 
were paid at the time. Many of the 
Indian women, when they saw others 
go forward and present the widow’s 
mite (for they gave all they had, which 
was from one shilling to three dollars) 
expressed their sorrow that they had 
nothing to give ; but added they would 
havesomesoon. They immediately ply- 
ed themselves to the making of baskets 
and brooms, and soon presented their 
dollars and half dollars, and had their 
names set down among the others. 
Little boys from eight to twelve years, 
brought their shillings and two shil- 
lings, the product of their little fingers, 
to help in building a house where they 
could learn to be wise like white boys, 
and pray to Re-sha-mun-ne-to, (the 
Great Spirit.) How astonishing the 
contrast ! A short time ago these In- 
dians would sell the last thing they 
had for one tenth its value, to get a 
little whiskey ; but now they will la- 
bour and exercise economy to get 
something to build a house wherein 
they can worship the Lord of hosts. 
Perhaps some of the intellectual and 
refined may be tempted to impute the 
zeal and benevolence of these poor 
Indians to their ignorance and imbe- 
cility. But sir, is it ignorance and im- 
becility to be zealous for the King of 
kings—to love Jesus with our whole 
hearts, and honour him with all our 
substance ? How would he, who pos- 
sesses all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge, decide in this case? He 
has decided it in Luke xxi, 3, 4.— 
Ah ! sir, were al/ our white Christians 
as much attached to our blessed Sa- 
viour and his house, as these babes 
and sucklings in Christ are, how 
would the temples of Jehovah rise to 
our view in almost every part of this 
extensive and populous continent. 
In the evening when I retired into our 
temporary wik-i-wam, and reviewed 
the scenes of the day, and called to 
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mind what several Indian women had 
said while presenting their offerings— 
‘*now we will have a house where we 
can hear about, and pray to Jesus, 
without getting cold,”—I felt to ex- 
claim with the old patriarch, when he 
heard of his long lost Joseph: * It is 
enough—it is the Lord's doings, and it 
is marvellous in our eyes.” 

About the middle of November, the 
house (which is thirty-six feet long by 
twenty-eight feet wide, )wassufliciently 
finished to teach school in. The white 
inhabitants in this part of the province, 
have shown a very commendable zeal 
and liberality, by aiding in the erec- 
tion of the building. It is also worthy 
of particular notice and grateful ac- 
knowledgment, that some benevolent 
individuals of the Loudon district, 
(nearly 100 miles west of this.) hearing 
that we wanted a stove, purchased a 
very handsome one, and sent it to us at 
this place. The house is now finished 
except the seats, which would have 
been made before this time, could lum- 
ber have been procured and paid for.* 

Order and discipline were now to be 
established. For this purpose. we (my- 
self and: P. Jones,) divided them into 
classes, and selected two of the most 
pious and experienced men to take 
charge of each of these classes. Each 
class meets once a week. We meet 
the class leaders every sabbath, when 
we inquire into their own, and the 
state of their classes, and give them 
severally, the most suitable advice of 
which we are capable. We also en- 
deavour to explain to them how they 
should watch over, and talk to their 
brethren, and what particular duties 
they ought: particularly to enforce. 
These class leaders are thereby pre- 
paring for more extensive usefulness ; 
and in part become interpreters of 
rood things to their respective classes. 


*I received a letter two days ago from 
elder Case, (dated New-York, April 4, 1827) 
who states that he will bring us some assist- 
ance towards defraying the expenses 6f our 
chapel. In my own and in behalf of my 
Indian brethren, i return our sincere thanks 
to our benevolent N. Y. friends, for the af- 
fectionate interest they feel in our welfare. 
When elder Case was here last, I was afraid 
we would not be able to meet the necessary 
demands of the builders; but I am happy to 
state that since that time, we have been able, 
by the assistance of our Yonge-street friends, 
to raise a sufficient sum of money to finish 
the house, and will have a small overplus to 
procure lamps, &c. 
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They feel themselves as shepherds 
(which is a comparison I often use in 
explaining their duty,) over their little 
flocks, and often communicate the 
state of their classes in the most in- 
teresting manner. As some of them 
speak English, I have often heard 
them say, ‘**we are weak children. 
But I think my class isgetting stronger 
and stronger, and I do believe that 
Jesus will by and by take all up in his 
arms into heaven.” 

There have been three instances of 
intoxication since | came here. Two 
of the offenders were restored by deep 
repentance; and the other, in the an- 
guish of his soul for what he had done, 
terminated his existence by suicide. 
Each of these improprieties was the 
effect of white men’s impiety and base- 
ness. In one instance, the Indian was 
pursued more than a quarter of a mile, 
and then was, as it were, compelled to 
take the poisonous draught; in the 
other instance the poor victim was 
persuaded to ride in a wagon, when 
similar means were used to destroy 
him; and what is horrid to relate, 
whiskey was secretly mingled with 
cider. Alas! sir, how does the bood, 
not of an individual only, but of tens 
of thousands, cry from the ground 
of America for vengeance upon her 
inhabitants! What wo shall be too 
severe for him who causes one of these 
little ones to offend, and puts the bottle 
to his brother’s mouth ? 

The school consists of about forty 
scholars, and is taught by Mr. J. Jones, 
whose exemplary life and indefatigable 
labour will doubtless give the most 
perfect satisfaction to the missionary 
committee, and be a lasting blessing 
to his pupils. About twenty Indian 
children have learned those catechisms 
which teach the first principles of the 
Christian religion, and a number of 
Watts’s hymns for children. About 
the same number can read the holy 
Scriptures—twelve of these can repeat 
the greatest part of our Saviour’s ser- 
mon on the mount, and are beginning 
to write intelligibly. The children are 
generally exemplary in their con- 
duct—several of them have professed 
to experience a change of heart from 
nature to grace,—and some of them 
show signs of superior capacity and 
genius, and will, I doubt not, be seen 
at no distant day, standing as days- 
men between the Great Spirit and 
their heathen brethren, crying to the 
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one, ** Spare us, good Lord ;” and en- 
treating the others in the language of 
the ancient gentile missionary, * We 
pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye re- 
conciled to God.” 

The Indians have commenced their 
spring’s labour, and appear to improve 
in habits of industry. However, their 
former habits of hunting and fishing, 
on which their whole dependance for 
support has always been placed,prevent 
them from feeling that deep interest 
in their agricultural success which 
we could wish. But in this respect, 
judging from the past, we anticipate 
great improvement. By means of their 
funds vested in the hands of the govern- 
ment, they have purchased two yoke 
of oxen, one wagon, three ploughs, 
chains, harrow teeth, hoes, and other 
implements of husbandry, in order to 
commence the important and interest- 
ing business of agriculfure. They have 
likewise received from their affection- 
ate York and Yonge-street brethren, 
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the present of a very elegant Scotch 
plough, which will be of great utility 
in breaking up the soil. 

Our village consists of twenty houses 
(besides the chape}) built on half acre 
Jots which are now fenced in, and will 
soon be prepared for planting. 

A number of heathen Indians, hav- 
ing heard that their brethren at the 
Credit had learned to live in anew and 
better way, have come here from <iffer- 
ent parts of the province, haveembrac- 
ed Christianity, and now appear to be 
established in the faith as it is in Jesus. 
The society contains one hundred and 
twenty members. who are steadfast 
and immovable, and seem to be grow- 
ing in grace and in knowledge. I 
never experienced more affecting 
marks of sincere friendship, Christian 
affection and tenderness, than among 
this people. I must defer the detail 
of any farther particulars, till a future 
period. Your’s affectionately, 

E. Ryerson. 


MISSION. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. William M’Mahon, superintendent of the Che- 
rokee mission to the corresponding secretary of the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, dated Huntsville, Ala. March 24, 1827. 


I HAVE just returned from my first 
visit to the Cherokee nation since the 
jast annual conference, at which I was 
appointed superintendent of the mis- 
sions established by the Methodist 
piscopal church in that nation. I 
travelled about three hundred miles 
among that interesting people, held 
two quarterly meetings in my tour, 
and was very much encouraged in 
witnessing the prospect of their civil 
and religious improvement generally. 
There are five missionaries under the 
direction of the Tennessee annual 
conference, appointed to labour in this 
nation during the present year; three 
of whom are teaching schools and 
preaching as extensively as they can 
in the neighbourhood of their stations, 
and two are on circuits. 

F. A. Owen was reappointed to 
Newtown, where he commenced 
teaching on the first of January with 
nine scholars; the number has since 
increased to twenty-four, who are 
making fine progress in their studies. 
Most of the children in this school read 
the word of God, and write a pretty 
good hand; four have made consider- 
able adyancement in figures, and one 





is learning English grammar. There 
are several at a distance who intend 
to send their children in a short time. 
The prospect of success in this station 
has never been more flaitering than 
at present. There is a large society 
of pious members attached to this sta- 
tion. The congregations increase in 
number, and are very attentive to the 
word of life. The field for missionary 
labour is ripening and widening in 
every part of the nation, and I do be- 
lieve the time is not far distant when 
this long neglected people will become 
as famous for deep piety and social 
order, as they have ever been for igno- 
rance and crime. 

Brother Geo. W. Morris is stationed 
at the lower mission in Creek path. 
He arrived on the 17th of December, 
with his wife. They were cordially 
received and kindly treated by the 
brethren. The three societies in this 
station are generally in a prosperous 
state; most of the members are truly 
alive to God, and are running with 
patience the heavenly race. There 
are twelve scholars in this school who 
are making pleasing progress in their 
studies, and what is still more pleasing 
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and important, the most of them fear 
God, and manifest a deep concern for 
their souls. 

W. P. Nichols is stationed at Cvosa- 
wata, where he commenced his school 
on the first of January, with eight 
scholars. It has since increased to 
twenty-six, and is still increasing. 
This mission is located in the most 
populous part of the nation, and the 
school is patronized by Judge Martin, 
with whom the missionary lives. He 
is a very humane, benevolent, and in- 
fluential man, and is very solicitous 
for the prosperity of the school. There 
is at present no society in this place, 
but brother Nichols has raised a small 
class about twelve miles from his sta- 
tion, where there is a good prospect of 
religion. 



















Hampshire Mission. 


James I. Trott is on the circai/ 
where he says the prospect is very 
good. We had gracious times at our 
| Moggers meetings, especially at the 
irst, which was held at Counasauga— 
thirteen adults and seven children 
were baptized. and eleven joined so- 
ciety at this meeting. The number 
who joined at the second is not recol- 
lected. 

Turtle Fields, a native Cherokee, is 
also on a circuit, which he has formed 
himself, in the most benighted parts of 
the nation. He speaks no Engtish ; 
but is pious, useful, and much beloved. 
He is certainly a man of strong natu- 
ral parts, and is deeply devoted to God. 

Your brother in the bonds of a pure 
and peaceful gospel, 

Wma. M’Manon. 


HAMPSHIRE MISSION. 
Letter from the Rev. Parmele Chamberlain, dated Northampton, Mass., April 21, 1827 


Dear Brotuer,—The firm esta- 
blishment and extensive prevalence 
of Methodism in this country, I am 
persuaded, are not the work of a day. 
The obstacles are such as can be 
overcome only by patient continuance 
in well doing. In some parts of the 
country where Methodism 1s not em- 
braced, the people have been much en- 
lightened into its natureand tendency ; 
but here scarcely a sermon had been 
preached by a minister of our church, 
or a Methodist publication perused 
by the people. Where the plain and 
efficient form of Christianity called 
Methodism, has been known, preju- 
dice against it has subsided. Here 
prejudice has met me in full array on 
every hand, and multitudes ‘speak 
evil of things they understand not.” 
Generally, on missionary ground the 
means of grace in any form are 
rarely enjoyed: here, preachers, ser- 
mons, and meetings abound. Per- 
secution, the legitimate offspring of 
ignorance and prejudice, has not only 
assumed the exercise of the tongue of 
slander, but has arrayed hostile forces, 
and placed them in threatening atti- 
tude. I mentioned last spring, a series 
of abuses in a town north of this, 
(Greenfield,) viz: the firing of guns 
about the place of worship, the disfi- 
guring of my horse, and the purloin- 
ing of my carriage—the latter, which 
was talken away in April, was found in 
August, sunk in the bottom of the 
Connecticut river, very much injured. 





With regard to the labour perform- 
ed, I have visited some, preached of- 
ten, distributed six dollars’ worth of 
tracts, sold and given away seventy 
dollars’ worth of books. Though the 
two years of my labour are nearly 
completed, and my expectations not 
fully answered, yet much has_ been 
done: prejudices have been softened, 
and places where it was said we 
should not be suffered to preach, by 
perseverance have been found acces- 
sible. In some neighbourhoods souls 
have been converted and societies 
formed. We number, indeed, but 
about fifty in all, but these are gene- 
rally steadfast and ornament their 
profession. 

What form may be thought fit to 
give this appointment another year I 
cannot tell. It surely is an important 
one, and taking into account the con- 
tributions from it, has cost the society 
only one hundred and seventy dollars. 
Were it continued under the patron- 
age of the society another year, if 
might probably well support itself. 
Perhaps it might better support a sin- 
gle man now than some of our circuits 
do two, or it might be thought best to 
annex to it three appointments be- 
longing to Leyden circuit, situated 
south of Deerfield river, which are to 
that circuit difficult of access. Not- 
withstanding the difficulties attending 
this appointment, I am persuaded the 
seed which has been sown will not all 
prove to have fallen on poor ground. 








Mie 











The cause is the cause of God, and 
will finally prevail. Since my late 
communication, the prospect in Wil- 
liamsburg has very much brightened. 


Pensacola Misston. 
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The multitudes who attend presckiae 
appear to receive the word with all 
readiness of mind. May the word 
profit them. 


PENSACOLA MISSION. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Charles Hardy to the Corresponding Secretary of the 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, dated Fensacola, April 30, 1827 


Dear BroruHer,—At the iast meet- 
ing of the S. Carolina Conference, I 
was appointed a missionary to this 
place, at which I arrived on the 22d 
of February. Since I have been here 
T have jearned that no Protestant min- 
ister had preached here, statedly, from 
the death of our beloved brother Cook, 
which took place in the fall of 1825. 
The Roman Catholics having posses- 
sion of the place previous to the change 
of government, have maintained it (in 
a religious sefise) almost undisturbed 
until now; and even at present they 
seem to have the greatest influence in 
maiters connected with Christianity. 
For three or four years past, this place 
has been declining, and has therefore 
presented but few inducements for 
missionary or charitable exertions, 
but at present it offers something more 
favourable and more worthy of re- 
spectful attention. It is now improv- 
ing, and the establishments of the 
United States near this will, no doubt, 
greatly contribute to its prosperity :— 
Oa are a navy yard and cantonment. 

f the morality and religion of the 
place you may be able to judge, when 
the scantiness of the means to promote 
those principles are considered. There 
has been manifested, however, a dis- 
position by most of the Americans 
to encourage the gospei among them. 
I have uniformly preached three times 
a week in town, to as respectable con- 
gregations as could be expected in a 
place hitherto so destitute of the means 
of grace as this has been. In addition 
to my labours in town, !] have made 
arrangements to preach once a week 
to the United States’ soldiers, at the 
cantonment. I bave preached there 
once a week for several weeks past, 
and calcuiate on continuing my ap- 
pointments. I have preached once by 
request at the navy yard, and intend 
to make another visit there as soon as 
practicable. Ihave been solicited by 
some to form a society, but finding 
that the most of those that were col- 

Vou. x. July, 1827. 


lected together by my predecessor, 
(who has gone to rest,) have been an 
injury to us rather than otherwise, I 
have, as yet, refused, for fear of being 
precipitate. The word which bas been 
preached does not seem to have pro- 
duced any very visible effects, but 
there are good reasons to believe that 
it has oot all failen by the way side. 
By the blessing of Divine Providence 
I have succeeded in forming asabbath 
school society, and have a school of 
about forty children. Several young 
persons have volunteered their ser- 
vices in this important undertaking. 
May the blessing of the Lord God be 
on the institution and ali connected 
with it. A subscription of between 
five and six hundred dollars has been 
raised for the building of a church, 
and I have the promise of a lot on 
which to build it, should I procure 


means sufficient to do so. About as — 


much more as we have subscribed 
would be sufficient to accomplish our 
purpose; and as all has been subscrib- 
ed here which may be calculated upon, 
Iam under the necessity of seeking 
assistance from abroad, and hope that 
you will send us some help from New- 
York. Itis important that we build 
a church here, and that we doit now 
—for, if we let the present opportunity 
slip, we may seek and wait for another 
in vain. Every man that fears God 
should open his heart, hands, and 
purse, to this people, and send his 
charities to relieve them. Surely every 
one who loves the Saviour and his 
cause will do something towards this 
object; and if they should, we shall 
soon have more than an abundance. 
Let all the men of God come up to his 
help, that his house may be built and 
his name glorified in this region of 
death. I hope and believe that the 
Redeemer of souls will defend and 
protect his own cause, and that this 
dreary waste may blossom before 
him and be beautified with his pre- 
sence. 
29 
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Ceylon Mission.—Negombo. 


BELLVILLE MISSION, UPPER CANADA. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. W. Case, to the Rev. J. Emory, Secretary of the Mis- 
sionary Society of the M. E. C. dated Bellville, May 21, 1827. 


Tue work of religion among the na- 
tives here continues to prosper. Of 
another body of the Chipeways in the 
vicinity of Kingston, about 10 have 

een converted, and the whole body 
of about 40 have renounced spirits 
and have come upto Grape Island for 
instruction. Peter Jones is now with 
us. The condition of our Indian 
friends is every day improving. You 
would delight to hear our whole as- 
sembly, abcut 130, singing the I[n- 
dian of 


‘‘How happy are they, who the Saviour 
obey, 
And have laid up their treasure above ; 
Tongue cannot express the sweet comfort 
aud peace 
Of a soul in its earliest love.” 


Nah kooh sha a she 
Pah pe na tah mooh wadt 


Ke sha mun ne toon kane wab mah chik 
Ah pe che sah kooh 
Cepe pah he na tah moogk 
Pe je nuk shab wane one kooh se wadt. 
The Indians are much delighted 
with the new Hymn Book, and their 
desire to read is, by this circumstance, 
much increased. We are exceeding 
happy in seeing the progress of this 
good work, and we are much encou- 
raged by the deep interest which is 
taken in their welfare, both in this 
country and by strangers. Today we 
renew our labours on the island. IT 
arrived here about two weeks since. 
Several of the preachers from the 
Hallowell and Bellville circuits ac- 
company us in the labours of this 
week.—of building a scow, making a 
harrow, planting, shingling houses, 
and teaching these new Christians the 
way to heaven. 





WESLEYAN 


METHODIST 


MISSIONS. 


From the April number of the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine we extract the 


following :— 
CEYLON MISSION. 

NeGomBo.—Extract of a letter from 
Mr. Gogerly, dated July 17, 1826 :— 
‘“‘The annual meeting of the Ne- 
gombo Branch Missionary Society has 
been almost the only variation, during 
the past quarter, in the ordinary la- 
oours of the circuit. Our kind friend, 
Captain Schneider, took the chair on 
the occasion, and the brethren from 
Colombo obligingly assisted in con- 
ducting the meeting; the chapel was 
well filled, and from the degree of 
interest excited, I hope the subscrip- 
tions for the ensuing year will be im- 
proved. As it isexceedingly difficult 
for the natives to subscribe money, 
{ suggested the propriety of setting 
apart a portion of the produce of their 
gardens, &c, for missionary purposes : 
this has been approved of by several, 
and fifty or sixty cocoa nut trees have 
been given in perpetuity to the funds 
ofthe society. The value of the pro- 
duce is not great, but I cherish the 
hope that by thus in some measure 
identifying themselves with the mis- 
sion, they will be led to feel a greater 
interest in its prosperity, and become 


desirous of being individually par- 
takers of the spiritual blessings offer- 
ed in the gospel. 

** The schools remain in nearly the 
same state in which they were when I 
last wrote. They are diligently super- 
intended, and I believe the masters do 
their duty to the best of their ability ; 
but many circumstances unite to ren- 
der it difficult to secure a regular 
attendance. These esiablishments, 
however, whatever trials they may 
occasionally give, have hitherto been 
very useful in this district, and I doubt 
not will continue to be so. 

‘* The various native congregations 
continue as large as may reasonably 
be calculated upon under existing 
circumstances; for although it has 
always been comparatively easy to 
collect, for occasional services, tolera- 
ble congregations, it bas in general, 
till within the last few months, beer 
found difficult to secure any thing like 
a regular attendance on the means of 
grace. The mass of the people do not 
understand the importance of it; and 
their gross ignorance, the want of 
books calculated to instruct them, and 
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the indolence and inertness of their 
character, place great obstacles in the 
way of their improvement. In addi- 
tion to this the violent attachment of 
the men in these villages to excessive 
drinking and to gambling, stupifies 
their senses, and renders them almost 
incapable of receiving” instruction 

But under the gracious influence of 
the Spirit of God, we trust by patience 
and perseveraice to surmount these 
obstacles. I have lately circulated a 
number of the tracts translated into 
Singhalese by Mr. Hume, which I 
hope will prove a blessing. 

‘In order to be more in the centre 
of my work, and to have an easier ac- 
cess to the natives, I have removed 
my family to this place for a few 
months, and by building two or three 
extra rooms with cocoa nut leaves, 
have found room to accommodate 
them. By this arrangement I am able 
to preach more frequently in Sio- 
ghalese, and to visit the natives at 
their houses, which was before imprac- 
ticable. By residing a short time in 
the midst of them, I hope to be able to 
lay down some additional plans of use- 
fulness, and I am happy to say, the 
two Siughalese brethren stationed 
with me are willing to enter into any 
plan I propose to them, and give me 
much satisfaction. They are at pre- 
sent daily employed, in addition to 
their other labours, in paying pastoral 
visits to the members of society and 
others in these villages.” 

Kanpa.—Extract from the journal 
of William Goonatiliki, (one of the 
native assistant missionaries in Cey- 
lon,) dated from Kornegalle, January 
Ist, 1826. 

{The reader will perceive that the 
writer being a native, the English is 
imperfect. } 

* January 10th.—I left Colombo for 
Pantura, and in my way I visited the 
Egodde School. 

**11ith.—I preached in a_ private 
house at Pantura; after the exhorta- 
tion was given, as [ had seen many of 
my congregation there, I spoke to 
them a few words respecting my leav- 
ing the station, and going to the Kan- 
dian Provinces. I advised them tu be 
faithful unto death, that they might 
receive crowns of glory. 1 spoke to 
them farther, on the necessity of pray- 
ing for the prosperity of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom throughout the 
world, and particularly in these parts 
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where we are about to go; also re- 
quested them to remember us in their 
prayers. They seemed to have beer 
impressed, and heard the word with 
profound silence and atteution. 

‘* 13.—I was very glad to hear, this 
day, one of the members of as class 
(who came to see me, being informed 
of my departure) say, that she wishes, 
and is resolved to die in this religion. 
which she is now taught. She said 
farther, that she was afraid, in the 
event of my departure from the sta- 
tion, the class will not continue, and 
that it will fall. Itold her that it will 
not be so, the successors will meet the 
classes, and that every duty of the 
station will go on with uniformity. 
This mght I preached at the Paatura 
chapel: the congregation was not 
large, but the few who were there were 
attentive. I spoke to the congregation 
of this place also on my departure, and 
advised them to be determined to know 
nothing but Christ, and him crucified, 

‘*¢ 14th.—Almost all of our members 
were here to day; they came to see 
me and wish me prosperity in my in- 
tended station ; they seem to be very 
sorrs for being deprived of me; and 
conversed, not without tears. 

* Sunday, 15th.—While preparing 
to go and preach at Egodde and Mo- 
rotto, with an intention cf leaving Mo- 
rotto to morrow, and going to Colombo, 
many persons of the village came to 
see me, among whom was the old blind 
man. Oh how much I felt, when he 
said, ‘Sir, let me bear your voice 
again:’ he blessed me, and said, that 
he prays the Lord to send me again to 
preach among them; he said this with 
his eves full of tears. Him, and others, 
I advised to love God, and to be faith- 
ful unto the end. I find advices on 
such occasions are well impressed on 
the mind. They seem all willing to 
hear me, and their attachment to me 
was evinced by their tears and affec- 
tionate words. Having taken my leave 
of the good family with whom I was 
residing, and of this beloved people, I 
came to preach my farewell sermon at 
Egodde. On the way another mem- 
ber of the class took his leave of me, 
with most affectionate words. How 
comforting was the instance he men- 
tioned from the history of our Holy 
Bible: ‘ Almighty God,’ said he. * wha 
delivered Daniel from the den of lions, 
shall preserve you from all danger,’ 
These words he said, his eyes swim: 
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ming with tears. Ile wislied me suc- 
cess and prosperity in the glorious 
work in which | am engaged.—I came 
to Egodde, and preached there; the 
congregation was very attentive dur- 
ing the service. Afterwards I took 
leave of them, and came to Morotto. 
Some of them accompanied me far. 
Tiow much comfort and pleasure have 
I felt this day! I do not los the sta- 
tion without comfort, although I have 
been there but a few months. I have 
some hopes that several persons are In 
the way to Zion, and that my labour 
among them has not been in vain.— 
‘ Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name be the glory.’ 
At Kornegalle. 

‘* March 7th.—Four priests came to 
see me this day. I wish to avail my- 
self of such opportunities to speak to 
them about their religion ; but I know 
if I were to speak against their reli- 
gion on their first visit, they would 
discontinue visiting me. It is m 
Opinion to be acquainted with them, 
and try to bring them to the way of 
truth. [ was much affected this day 
hearing from a Kandian boy of the 
poverty of the people, and the nume- 
rous difficulties they have to undergo. 
He is sent here, as a Cooly, to work. 
How much did I feel when he said he 
had been working several days, and 
no one gave him a little rice. I desir- 
ed him to live in my house as he liked. 
This night many elephants came near 
this place. 

** 8th.—Another priest came to me 
this day, and requested me to come 
and see the temple constructed upon 
the rock behind the mission house. I 
had a very pleasant conversation this 
day with the Kandian boy; he seems 
to be very sensible: a more sensible 
lad I have never seen before. I asked 
him whether he thought he had a soul. 
‘T know,’ he said, ‘I have a life.’ I 
asked him whether he knew that he 
must die, and whether he was afraid to 
die? ‘ What can I do, sir?’ he said, 
‘being afraid, die I must.’ I asked 
him whether he knew what will be- 
come of him after death. ‘I cannot 
answer this, sir.” ‘ Have you any 
Dewalahs and Budhist temples in your 
village?’ ‘Yes, sir, we have both 
Dewalahs and temples.’ ‘ Have you 
been to any of them?’ ‘Very often 
I did go, sir.’ ‘ What did you use to 
do when you go there?’ ‘I used to 
offer flowers at temples, and clothes, 


&c, at Dewalahs.’ *‘ What was you: 
prayer on those occasions?’ ‘We 
pray that our sorrows may be remov- 
ed; and when our bullocks are lost, 
we pray our lost bullocks may be 
found.’ ‘Did you ever obtain the 
prayer you made?’ * Yes, sir.’ ‘Ilow?’ 
‘ When the offerings are made we are 
informed that the lost bullocks are in 
such a place.’ * Who informs you of 
this?’ ‘ Capoa, sir.’ *‘ How does the 
Capoa know of this?’ ‘ He is inform- 
ed by the god.’ * Do you always find 
your lost bullocks by that means ?’ 
Here the young lad was smiling, and 
said, ‘No, sir.’ I began to advise 
him, saying, that aa idol is nothing; 
that the true God is an infinite Spirit: 
that he should not keep his confi- 
dence in dead idols. He was very 
attentive when I told him that man 
bas an immortal soul, and the gospel 
points out the way how this soul can 
be saved.” 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

Carrrarta —Extracts from the 
Journal of Mr. Kay :—*August 12th. 
Glory be to God in the highest ! a poor 
Caffre came to me this morning, cry- 
ing, ‘Oh my sins, my sins: the word 
has cut my heart to pieces: what shall 
I do?’ He has laboured under serious 
impressions for some weeks past, and 
is now constrained to water his couch 
with his tears. He informs me. that 
sleep departed from his eyes last night: 
and ere the dawn of day, his cries and 
prayers (poured fortb among the trees) 
were heard by my interpreter, who 
was constrained to go and see from 
whom they proceeded; being at the 
first, somewhat alarmed, thinking that 
some one was in danger. My very 
heart’s desire, and prayer to God is, 
that he would save this young man. 
He seems to be truly sincere, and 
remarkably humble and teachable. 

‘© 13th, ct Ph felt much en- 
couraged during al! the three services 
of to day, in the belief that God is 
about to display his power among the 
people. Gaxa broke out before the 
afternoon congregation, penenen one 
of the chiefs and some of his counsel- 
lors were pronents) and declared with 
much trembling how the Lord had 
shown him that he and his country- 
men were all enveloped in darkness, 
and going headlong to misery. He 
came to me yesterday, entreating that 
I would give him some of my old 
clothes, or enable him to procure 































































elias diate 21s ibaa 









Fe ono aan rg PAE IN ra 











mG Parad % 





Albany.— Gibraltar. 321 


others, being now ashamed to go na 
iced, as formerly. From a conversa- 
tion which I had with him in the 
morning, it is evident that he considers 
himself as one of the ‘ vilest of the 
vile.’ 

‘** 14th.—Gaxa earnestly requested 
my interpreter this morning to ask me, 
what he must do, as the Lord had 
placed his sins in battle array against 
him while engaged in prayer; and he 
fears that the sight will turn him mad, 
as he can neither eat nor sleep. He 
appeared to obtain much relief and 
comfort when I told him that | behev- 
ed this to be only a temptation from 
the enemy of his soul, and that Satan 
makes it his business (o harass all who 
desert his service and turn unto God. 
He then very emphatically exclaimed, 
‘ But oh my wicked heart, my wicked 
heart! it is so heavy that it almost 
weighs me down.’ Upon my exhort- 
ing him to pray that God would give 
him a new heart, he cried out, ‘I will, 
I will.’ ”’ 

ALBANY-—Extract of a letter from 
Mr. Young, dated Salem, Oct. 12th, 
1826 :—‘* In my letter of July 28th, 1 
had the pleasure to state, that our 
work in this circuit was still reviving, 
and that two persons had, a few weeks 
before, found peace with God; and 
mv‘heart truly rejoices in being able 
to say, that there are eight souls who 
profess to have obtained, in the last 
quarter, a Knowledge of salvation by 
the remission of their sins, and who are 
now rejoicing in hope of the glory of 
God. Inrenewing the quarterls tickets 
at Port-Frances, and some of the places 
round about that neighbourhvod. like 
Barnabas, I was glad in witnessing the 
effect of the grace of God upon the 
people; for some who have been no- 
torious for drunkenness have become 
‘blameless and harmless, the sons of 
God without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among 
whom they have begun to shine, as 
lights in the world.’ A few at Port- 
Frances received notes on trial; and 
at James’s Party, about six miles from 
the above place, I gave notes on trial 
to fifteen, some of whom are deeply 
convinced of sin, and groaning for 
redemption ; and there are a few others 
who can call God Father by the Holy 
Ghost. It may be well here to remark, 
that some time ago the wickedness of 
some of these people was almost prover- 
bial; bat now they can heartily sing, 


‘ But oh the power of grace divine! 
In hymns we now our voices raise, 
Loudly in strange hosannahs join, 
And blasphemies are turn’d to praise !"”” 


GipraLrar.—Extract of a letter 
from Mr. W. Barbar, dated Gibraltar, 
Jan. 15th, 1827:—*:Jan. 28, 1826. Two 
or three Spaniards appear to be under 
truly serious impressions, and several 
others attend our meetings constantly: 
considerable opportunity is thus afford- 
ed for pressing home upon them indi- 
vidually the need of experimental reli- 
gion, of which generally they seem te 
have no kind of notion. The mother 
of Mrs. Quirrell, a native of Tarifa, 
appears to be brought into a state of 
Christian liberty, and the proper evi- 
dences thereof are given in a com- 
pletely changed state of temper and 
feeling. Calling on her. I saw on the 
floor an image of San José, rather 
maimed; the children were playing 
with it. This image had been, for 
many years, her tutelary divinity, her 
household god; before it sbe had of- 
ten bowed and prayed, really believ- 
ing in the duty and efficacy of so doing. 
I very particularly questioned her on 
this subject, and she constantly con- 
firmed the assurance that she knew 
no better; all the people round her 
did the same, and she was never told 
it was wrong. She now perceives she 
was guilty of gross and very offensive 
idolatry, and looks with abhorrence 
upon the remains of that stupid image, 
which she so long regarded as, if not 
itself divine, yet the acceptable me- 
dium of meritorious acts of worship. 
But she now places all her dependance 
in her Lord and Redeemer alone, 
knows the efficacy of his blood, and 
feels its powerful application. Glory 
to God for this one instance of salva- 
tion from an infatuation so powerful 
as that which generally holds the igno- 
rant Roman Catholics. The Roman 
Catholic apostasy is one of the most 
guilty and cruel conceivable ; it takes 
the very language of the purest and 
simplest law that could prohibit idola- 
try, in order to justify it; and first 
sophistically makes the medicine of 
the soul, as prescribed by the Good 
Physician, of none effect; and then, 
as if dissatisfied with a victory so 
cheap, converts it into a poison, infa- 
tuating in the lethargy with which it 
binds the conscience, and effectual in 
the rain ase which it plunges the soul: 
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Popery has not only made the Bible 
remove its check from idolatry, but it 
has made the religion of the Bible, or 
at least that which professes to be so, 
give all the sanction of its authority to 


an almost unlimited number of objects 
of idolatrous worship, which are in 
truth nothing but petty deities, in the 
estimation of those who honour them 
with their devotion.” 


REVIVALS, 


Letter from the Rev. John W. Hiil, 
dated Meadville, Pa. May 8, 1827:— 
‘“* January 2Uih, our second quarterly 
meeting began at Rockdale. Itwasa 
solemn time, and about eight souls 
could testify that the Son of man hath 
power on earth toforgivesins. Within 
the short space of four weeks after 
this meeting, about fifty were received 
on trial; the greater part of whorn en- 
joyed a sense of pardoning love.— 
March 3ist, our third quarterly meet- 
ing was held at Mead township. IL 
trust many in the day of eternity will 
bless God for this meeting. We think 
tweity at least found the pearl of 
great price, several of whom have 
since attached themselves to our soci- 
eties as probationers. The indefati- 
gable zeal of our worthy presiding 
elder, at the above meetings, will long 
be remembered by many souls. Num- 
bers with his invitation, came trem- 
blingly to the mourners’ seat, and did 
not leave the sacred place, until Christ 
appeared altogether lovely, and the 
fairest among ten thousand. In the 
course of the revival of the work of 
God here, there is one neighbourhood 
that deserves particular notice. About 
seven miles from Meadville, Satan 
might truly be said to have had his seat. 
Drinking, swearing, and sabbath 
breaking, were the constant practice 
of many in this place. In December 
last, a gentleman, whose house had 
been the place of rendezvous for the 
wicked, kindly invited us to come and 
preach the gospel there. We accept- 
ed the invitation, and numbers flocked 
to hear the word of life. Some cried 
out at first, ‘these that turn the world 
upside down have come hither also, — 
while others searched to see whether 
these things were so. In eight weeks 
from the time we commenced, twenty- 
five came forward wishing to be joined 
together in a class, to serve God. 
Most of these were sincere penitents 
—some of whom have since rejoiced 
in a good degree in the pardoning 
fove of the Crucified. Four more have 
since joined, and the prospect is glo- 
rious indeed. The ball room has been 





converted into a place of divine wor- 
ship. Those who used to meet together 
on the Lord’s day, to visit or settle 
their accounts, new join heart and 
hand to worship the God of love. The 
tongue of the swearer is employed in 
prayer and praise. The blooming sons 
and daughters of Eve, who used to 
dance and sport away their golden 
moments, now assemble together, sin- 
cerely to implore pardon and find 
mercy at the hand of God. To crown 
all, the upper part of a distillery has 
been lately converted into a commo- 
dious preaching place. 

Kentucky District.—The following 
is an extract of a letter from the pre- 
siding elder of this district, to the 
publishers of the Christian Advocate 
and Journal, dated May 8, 1817 :— 

‘*T am happy to mform you, that the 
work of the Lord is still pregressing 
in Kentucky district, especially in the 
towns; we never have seen so much 
excitement in our towns in the west, 
as uow appears. In Lexington Har- 
rodsburg, Cynthiana, Mount Sterling, 
Danville, Frankfort, and Winchester. 
there is a prospect of much good. 
Many have already embraced the truth 
as it is in Jesus; and many are inquir- 
ing the way to Zion with their faces 
thitherward. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts has fallen upon the preachers, 
who cry aloud and spare not, while 
they preach the gospel of the kingdom 
with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven. In the progress of this work, 
there is one thing peculiarly pleasing 
to me, and that is, that while our old 
men are wearing out, the Lord is rais- 
ing upacloud of young and promising 
preachers, who breathe the spirit of the 
gospel, and are willing to spend and 
be spent in their high and holy em- 
joyment. It is also matter of great 
Joy that our old members have not 
ost sight of purity of heart ; after this 
some are earnestly pressing. May the 
great Head of the church give them 
the desire of their hearts, and ‘ fill them 
with the fulness of the blessing of the 
gospel of Christ.’ Yours respectfully. 
“Wittram ApAms.” 
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Green River Circuit, Holston Con- 


ference.—This is a new circuit or mis- 


sion, to which the Rev. John S. Henly 
was appointed at the last session of the 
conference. He writes to the editor, 
under date of May 12, as follows :— 
‘+ At this time there is a good work in 
some parts of my circuit. About 16 
have been baptized and joined the 
church. On the 24th of April I preach- 
ed twice, and baptized eight persons 
the same day. I have had some op- 
position from those who were wise in 
their own conceit, but I went on my 
way teaching and preaching Jesus 
Christ a full Saviour. The effect is, 
that whereas [ at first had but ten or 
twelve preaching places, I now have 
twenty-four. At first very few would 
ask me home with them; but now lI 
have homes and friends enough.— 
Glory to God! Amen.” 

Washington Circuit, Pittsburgh 
Conference.—The district of country 
embraced by this circuit was not oc- 
cupied by our preachers until the 
spring of 1824: nor has it been regu- 
Jarly supplied since. At the last ses- 
sion of the conference the Rev. Jona- 
than Holt was appointed to this circuit. 
Mr. Holt, in his letter to us, observes : 
‘*T know that my efforts are not alto- 
gether unsuccessful. Though I can- 
not say, as many of our brethren do 
through the Advocate, that God has 
visited us with a great revival, yet I 
can say that some have been brought 
from darkness to light, and are now 
rejoicing in the comforts of the Chris- 
tian religion, and in the hope of that 
glory which is yet to be revealed. 
We have formed two societies: one of 
fifteen, the other of cleven members; 
and some have been added to other 
societies. Whole increase about forty. 
Weare still looking and praying for 
greater manifestations of divine fa- 
vour. A considerable number are 
apparently truly penitent, and inquir- 
ing the way to heaven; and I hope the 
time is not far distant, when our hea- 
venly Father will graciously receive 
them, and give them the peace and 
liberty enjoyed by his sons and daugh- 
ters.” 

Black River Circuit.—A_ letter 
from the Rev. Isaac Puffer informs us 
that this circuit has been greatly bless- 
ed the year past. In several of the 
societies the Lord has poured out his 
Spirit. Christians have been quick- 
ened; seyeral have professed to ex- 
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perience perfect love, and others are 
seeking to obtain it. Several camp 
meetings the past year were greatly 
blessed in the conversion of souls. 
Upwards of 100 have been received 
into society, and sume have joined the 
Presbyterians and Baptists. Among 
the converts is a person who was 
formerly a Universalist preacher; but 
now, knowing the terrors of the Lord, 
is trying to persuade men. 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. 
Hugh Campbell :—‘“ The sabbath of 
the quarterly meeting, Feb. 25th, was 
a sabbath indeed to many souls. The 
love feast did in reality imitate a feast 
of love. After which seven souls join- 
ed the visible church, that they might 
be aided to seek and find a mystical 
union with Christ the head, and be 
initiated into the church invisible.— 
On the evening of said day there were 
upwards of twelve mourning for sins ; 
and He that wiil not ‘ break the bruis- 
ed reed nor quench the smoking flax,’ 
hath pronounced them * blessed that 
mourn, for they shall be comforted.’ 
Blessed be his holy name, some of 
them have since found ‘ his promises 
to be yea and Amen’ to their souls ; 
and Him whom they then sought sor- 
rowing, they now serve rejoicing.” 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. J. 
Carson, dated Norfolk, Va. May 23, 
1827:—*+ I arrived in this station on 
the Sth of March, and commenced my 
labours, I trust, with an eye single to 
the glory of God—-determining to know 
and preach nothing but Christ cruci- 
fied. In a short time, it became mani- 
fest that my feeble labours were not 
to be in vain. Many were awakened 
to a sense of their condition, and be- 
gan to inquire what they must do to be 
saved. With many their conviction 
for sin was so powerful that their own 
houses became houses of prayer for the 
distressed, and several were converted 
in their own dwellings. The work has 
gone on ever since, and our prospect 
is still good. The number of subjects 
that profess to have obtained—not a 
hope only that God had forgiven their 
sins, but—a knowledge of their ac- 
ceptance with God has been one hun- 
dred and forty-two whites, and colour- 
ed. Of the former ninety-two have 
been received on probation for mem- 
bership, and of the latter, forty-two. 
Oh! that God may continue to in- 
crease the number, and spread the 
living flame, so that the many that 
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are far off in this place, may be 
brought under the influence of the 
heavenly principles of the gospel of 
Christ. 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. 
W. W. Rundail, dated Ogdensburgh, 
May 17, 1827. After mentioning that 
between 30 and 40 had joimed the 
church in Ogdeusburgh, the writer 
mentions the commencement and 
progress of a work of grace iu the 
town of Huval: he concludes thus :— 

** Some time in the month of Octo- 
ber, a person whv had been previously 
a member of our church, residing in 
the town of Dupayster, came to me 
with the Macedonian cry, ‘Come 
ever and help us;’ to which I soon 
attended. Dupayster is a newly set- 
tled town, situated about fifteen miles 
from Ogdensburgh; and though this 
place had been favoured for three 
years with the labours of a Baptist 
preacher, and had occasionally been 
visited by the Presbyterian clergy, 
yet, as iniquity abounded, no revival 
appeared to crown their labours. 
They became discouraged, and left 
the field to a Universalist preacher. 
In this town at the time of the com- 
mencement of my labours there was no 
Christian church, and scarcely an indi- 
vidual who even possessed the form of 
godliness. Where vice thus reigned 
predominant, without any check either 
from the preaching of the gospel, or 
the example and admonition of the 
children of God, you may readily con- 
clude what was the state of the morals 
ef this people. 

**On the very commencement of my 
labours, I felt that God was with me, 
and that a door was here open for the 
spread of the gospel in the salvation 
of sinners. Thus having very clear 


omens of a great and gloriaus work; 
and being much confined by the la- 
bours of my station, I called to my 
assistance a young man by the name 
of Joel J. Emmos. This man entered 
into the work with great faith and 
zeal, and has, from his regular and 
close application, and laborious and 
unwearied perseverauce, been very 
successful and abundantly useful in 
the commencement aad promotion of 
this great and glorious revival. In 
this place great were the opposition 
and prejudices to combat, and the dif- 
ficulties to encounter and surmount. 
Universalists mauifested much con- 
tempt of the work ; while some mock- 
ed and reviled, and others vented their 
rage bi oaths and execrations; yet, 
by a meek and plain annunciation of 
divine truth, their prejudices gave 
way, and they melted like wax before 
the fire, till from deep sighs and peni- 
tential tears, from bitter lamentations 
and agonizing prayers, they joyously 
arose to testify that the Lord hath 
power on earth to forgive-sins. Then 
we could say the wilderness and the 
solitary places began to be glad, and 
the desert to rejoice and blossom as 
the rose. 

‘In this abundant display of divine 
goodness, which, as yet has not alto- 
gether subsided, more than one hun- 
dred have given evidence of a change 
of heart, and between ninety and a 
hundred have joined society on trial, 
and are still rejoicing in the hope of 
the glory of God. From the child of 
eight years of age up to persons of 
fifty, we have them lisping together 
the praises of Immannal’s name, and 
have joined with them in the plea- 
sures of devotion around the family 
altar.” 





For the Methodist Magazine. 


BRIEF VIEW OF THE STATE OF RELIGION IN SCIOTO CIRCUIT, 
OHIO CONFERENCE, 


THE Scioto circuit is one of those 
composing the Scioto district of the 
Ohio conference. It was formed in 
1800, by the Rev. Henry Smith, who 
was the first preacher that travelled 
it. It is the oldest circuit except one, 
in this conference. Six circuits and 
one station have been since formed 
out of the territory at first embraced 
in Scioto circuit. It is a four weeks 
circuit, and contains about one thon- 





sand members, thirty-one classes, 
thirty three class leaders and assist- 
ants, seven exhorters, six stewards, 
twelve local preachers, mostly aged 
men, but men of God, and I believe, 
willing to live and die Wesleyan Me- 
thodists. The members, as a body, 
are firm in the doctrines and disci- 
pline of the church ; spiritual and de- 
voted to God. There are some as holy 
men as I have ever known. 1 will 
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give an instance, as an example of 
Christian perfection:—Br. Cravens 
has been a Methodist more than forty 
years. For thirty years past he has 
not had one doubt of his acceptance 
with God. It may be said truly that 
he “ rejoices evermore, prays without 
ceasing, and in every thing gives 
thanks.’’ He makes a business of reli- 
gion more than any man I know, and 
is waiting like Simeon of oid, to ‘‘ de- 
part in peace.” In early life he was 
intemperate; but since his conversion 
he says he has not tasted one drop of 
ardent spirits, and believes that God 
delivered him then from the very de- 
sire for it. 

In this circuit there are five chapels 
—two of brick, and three of logs. 
Three more are to be erected this 
summer; one of brick. Within the 
bounds of the circuit, there are three 
Presbyterian congregations, mostly 
small. Many of the members thereof 
are said to be pious. In one congre- 
gation there is some prospect of a 
revival. There is one large society 
of Friends; of which many of the old 
members are pious. Their young 
people wear the Quaker costume ; 
but many of them are unrenewed in 
their hearts, and some very corrupt in 
their doctrines. ‘There 1s a small so- 
ciety of people who call themselves 
‘Christians ;’’ yet deny the funda- 
mental doctrines of Christ. Their 
influence is but small. One small 
society of Regular Baptists; a few 
people called Hamites; and a few 
Universalists. There are some scat- 
tered Seceders. The United Brethren 
have preached in two or three neigh- 
bourhoods, but have not yet raised 
any society of any note. 

The state of religion in our own 
charge is promising. Peace and union 
dwell in all our borders. Many seem 
to be earnestly engaged in going on 
unto perfection. In the course of the 
year we have had to cut off some dry 
branches. Twenty have been laid 
aside for neglect of duty; six expelled 
for immoral conduct. Five have died 
steadfast in the faith. and gone home 
to glory. Thirty have been examined 
and approved as probationers, and ad- 
mitted to full membership. Upwards 
of ninety have been received on 
trial. 

We have had a glorious revival at 
the Rapid Forge, on Paint creek, 
tyrvepty miles west of Chillicothe. 


This work commenced last year, at a 
camp meeting held on Rattle Snake 
creek, a few miles from the Forge, 
and it still continues. Thirty or forty 
persons have already professed con- 
verting grace in this revival. 

At our first quarterly meeting, held 
at Hillsborough on the 23d and 24th 
Dec. last, the Lord was eminently 
present. A number were awakened, 
and eight or nine of these were soon 
after converted to God, and joined the 
church. At my fast appointment at 
that place, God was very present. 
The church was crowded. Scores 
approached the consecrated board, 
and commemorated the dying sorrows 
of their Lord. It was a solemn sea- 
son. Sinners wept and trembled; and 
some joined on trial. 

In Bainbridge, fourteen have been 
received on trial, and eight or ten 
have professed converting grace in 
that village this year. Twin Creek 
meeting house has been built thirteen 
years, and strange to say, not one 
soul is known to have experienced 
religion therein, until our last quar- 
terly meeting, which was the 17th of 
March last. The meeting was well 
attended; the preaching was ener- 
getic, and attended with Tinine power. 
Many were convicted, three professed 
converting grace, and four joined on 
trial. Since that time the work of 
God has progressed. Many of the old 
members are alive to God. Several 
conversions have lately occurred. One 
of these is a woman seventy-six years 
old. Her change was the brightest 1 
have ever witnessed. In this society 
eleven have joined on trial since the 
quarterly wesine' and there are 
good prospects of a revival in the 
neighbourhood. In my last round I 
visited a place three miles higher up, 
called Twin creek, where there had 
once been a considerable class, but 
for some reason they had been left out 
of the circuit. The Lord was pre- 
sent ; many trembled under the word. 
After preaching I held a private meet- 
ing, at which the contending parties 
adjusted their difficulties ; and sixteen 
joined in a class. I hope God has 
again rebuilt the waste places of this 
quarter of his Zion. 

On the Rocky Fork of Paint creek 
there is a good work. Sixteen have 
lately joined there, and they have com- 
menced the building of a log meeting 
house. There are but seven classes 
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in the circuit which have not been en- 
larged by the addition of new members 
this year. We are looking to God, in 
the use of the means of grace, for the 


outpouring of his Spirit on all the 
classes in the circuit. Yours, &c, 
Francis WILson. 
Hillsborough, Ohio, April 25, 1827. 





CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Since our last number went to press, the following sums have been received : 


From a friend, donation A é 
From do. do... 


. a2 . . e 


. 7 . . 4 00 


From Mr. Simeon Lamb, by Rev. D. Ostrander ; q . . 30 00 
From Leicester circuit, by Rev. C. Prindle . m ‘ . ; 14 60 


From E. Brooks : ; 


‘ ‘ : ‘ ° - 100 


From Reading circuit Auxiliary Society F 10 50 
From Local preachers’ conference Miss. Soc. of the New-Haven dis 


trict, donation ° ; 
From Miss Phebe Alley, donation 
From Hampshire mission, by the Rev. 


: ‘ : ; 4 6 30 
o s l 00 
Péorniale Chamberlain . 60 00 


From Miss Cynthia Pease, life subscription to Female Aux. Soc. . 10 00 
From annual subscribers of the N. Y. conf. by the Rev. T. Mason 20 00 


From Judge Buel, of Troy, donation 


From Mississippi conf. Aux. Soc. by the Rev. William Winans . 50 00 


From William T. Noble, annual subscription ° . ° » 200 
from Miss Hannah G. Ball, for Wyandot mission “ ; 5 


From Nathan Guersney 


5 
From Mr. Samuel Hopping of New- York, ‘donation : : 2 00 
from T. A. Jun. of Washington co. Pa. donation . . j - 20 





OBITTYARY. 
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MEMOIR OF MR. DANIEL DORSEY. 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear Breruren,—Notwithstanding the subject of the following memoir has some time 
slept in death unnoticed in any of our public journals, yet we think there is sufficient 


* 


reason why lie should not thus forever sleep 


The delay has not been in consequence of 


any thing dubious in the character of the deceased. but is wholly owing to other causes, 
and may perhaps, in part, be chargeabie on the writer of this. By giving the following a 
place in the Magazine, you will not only confer a favour on a large number of surviving 
friends of the deceased, but present to view a sketch of the character of one who has borne 
the heat and burden of the day, in the infancy of Methodism in this part of the Lord’s 
vineyard. Respectfully your’s ABNER CHAasE. 







Dantev Dorsey, the subject of the 
following memoir,-was born March 
6th, 1757, at Elk Ridge, Ann Arundel 
county, state of Maryland. fle.was 
in early life put to school from home, 
where he mostly spent bis ‘ime until 
the age of sixteen. He was afterwards 
placed with an eminent physician, 
with whom he continued until the 
breaking out of the war which sepa- 
rated this country from Great Britain. 
Soon after which he joined the Ame- 
rican army, and though young, he 
Was soon promoted to the office of 


captain in the army of Washington, 
in which he continued until after the 
battle of Germantown. He then re- 
signed his commission and returned 
home, and in March 1779, married 
and settled on a farm. 

Having received the principles of 


mora! rectitude with his early educa- 


tion. he was not found in the practice 
of those sins which disgrace human 
nature; or as he expressed it, *' the 
pride of his heart guarded him against 
those gross sins which would bring a 
reproach op his character,” yet he 
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éften felt that he was a sinner against 
God, and had great uneasiness of mind 
on that account. 

At this time little, very little, was 
known or said about experimental re- 
ligion where he resided. To use his 
own words, here and there a solitary 
and despised Methodist was seen, but 
they were generally viewed as delu- 
ded beings. 

In the winter of 1785 his mind be- 
came deeply exercised about his fu- 
ture state, but being ignorant of the 
plan or way of salvation by faith in 
Christ, he went through great distress 
of mind until midsummer. At this 
time several pious families fro: Eng- 
land settled in his neighbourhood. 
Among them was a local preacher, 
with whom he soon became acquaint- 
ed, and by whose pious counsel and 
instruction he was led to that fountain 
where sin may be washed away. In 
the month of August, of that year, he 
found deliverance from the load of 
guilt and sin, and a witness of his ac- 
ceptance with God through a gracious 
Redeemer. 

In December foliowiug, a society 
was formed in his neighbourhood, to 
which with about twenty others he 
attached himseif. Of this scciety he 
soon after became leader, and con- 
tinued in that office until his removal 
to this part of the country. About the 
time of his being called to lead a class, 
he was appointed a steward of the cir- 
cuit, and filled that responsible office 
in his native place, until his removal 
named above. 

In the year 1801, he emigrated with 
his family to Lyons, (then) Ontario 
county N. ¥. And as he had seen 
Methodism in its infancy in Maryland, 
he was the better prepared to support 
it in its comparative weakness in the 
place to which he had removed. This 
he did not fail to do. And it may 
safely be said, to him under God, the 
Methodist Episcopal church is indebt- 
ed for his aid in its early establishment 
in this part of the country, and as one 
of its firmest supporters. He was im- 
mediately called to fill both the offices 
in the church which he had held in 
his native state, and held that of leader 
until his death, a space of about thirty- 
six years. Few perhaps have served 
ihe church in that relation as long or 


Memoir of Mr. Dantet Dorsey. 





$27 


with greater acceptability. The office 
of steward he in 1820 resigned on ac- 
count of his declining health. 

In 1810 he became deeply sensible 
of the necessity of holiness of heart in 
order to be prepared for heaven. He 
therefore sought and found deeper 
communion withGod. And according 
to his own account for eight years he 
lived and walked in the light of the 
Lord, and rejoiced with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory. This happy 
state of mind he afterwards in a mea- 
sure lost, but previous to his death, he 
was again enabled to exercise a calm 
reliance on God, and submission to the 
divine will. 

His last sickness, which was lin- 
gering and painful, he bore with 
Christian patience and fortitude, and 
died in peace on the sixteenth day of 
May, 1823. 

On reviewing his character it may 
be said he acted his part well in the 
various relations of private and pub- 
lic life. Asa citizen, he discharged 
the various duties of society with faith- 
fulness and integrity, in the domestic 
circle, on the bench, and in the legis- 
lative hall. 

As a Christian he was uniform, and 
his piety appeared in a well ordered 
life and conversation. Benevolent 
and bumane, his house, his heart, and 
his hand were ever open, to shelter, 
to soothe and relieve the destitute and 
needy. And it is worthy of notice, 
that he was twice a great means of 
providing for the Genesee conference 
during its sitting, when it had not been 
previously invited by him or by any in 
his neighbourheod. The first instance 
was at the time of its organization. 
And the second when it could not 
meet in Canada (as tt had been pre- 
viously appointed) in consequence of 
the late war. 

As a leader, it has been said of him, 
that he so managed in his class, that 
very few difficulties arose which he 
was not able to reconcile without 
bringing them before the church. As 
a steward, he always set the example 
himself when liberality was called for, 
and was ever active to move others 
forward in this work. 

But he has left the church militant, 
and we have no doubt but he has join- 
ed the church triumphant. 





































Hymn to Jupiter. Sonnet from Petrarch. 


POETRY. 
i 
From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 


HYMN TO JUPITER: 


Translated from the Greek of Cleanthes. 


Tue hymn to Jupiter, by Cleanthes, is one of the finest productions o/ 
heathen antighity. ‘The language is so grand, the sentiments are so just, the 
strain ts so devotional, the confession of ignorance, and the prayer for divine 
wisdom, are so affecting, that we cannot but regard this heathen philosopher 
as having possessed a more than ordinary share of that supernatural * light 
which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” While this specimen 
goes to prove the universal communication of divine grace, (for what but the 
grace of God could teach such sentiments, and infuse such a spirit as are 
found in this poem?) it may also tend to correct the notion, entertained by 
some, that the light possessed by heathens is quite sufficient to satisfy them- 
selves, and to obviate the necessity of a revelation. For we here find that the 
wisest and best of the heathens were not satisfied with the light they had ; they 
wanted sometbing better than that which heathenism or deism could furnish ; 
and, had the opportunity been granted, they would gladly have embraced thaf 
gospel which modern unbelievers presumptuously reject. 

One of the sayings of this admirable hymn is quoted by St. Paul, and marked 
with the seal of approbation by the Holy Ghost. The words of Cleaathes are, 
Ex cv yap yevos eopev: * For we are thy offspring ;” and they are quoted by the 
apostle. Acts xvii, 28, to expose the absurdity and criminality of that idolatry, 
to which the Athenians were addicted. Cleanthes was a Stoic philosopher of 
Assos, a city of Lycia; he succeeded Zeno, as a public instructer in the porch 
at Athens; and died in the eightieth year of bis age, about two hundred and 
forty years before the commencement of the Christian era. 


Oh thou most glorious of the immortal train, Both good and ill, thou hast in one conjoin’d, 







































































By names unnumber’d known, almighty Jove! 
Sovereign of nature, hail! by whose just laws 
All things are govern’d. Meet it is that all 
Should raise their voice to thee ; for thine we are, 
Thy offspring ; and of mortal creatures all 

That live and move below, to us alone 

Is granted speech to praise thee. In my songs 
Will I for ever celebrate thy power. 

This beautious frame entire, Which round our earth 
Revolving rolls, ackuowledges thy sway, 

By thee directed, and by thee sustain’d. 

Sharp, flaming thunderbolts, with life endued, 
Commission’d as thy ministers, are huri’d 

From thy unconquer’d hand ; beneath whose shock 
All nature stands aghast. Thou guidest thus 
That common reason, which pervades the whole, 
With every light commingling, great and small. 
Thou over all exalted, King supreme! 

. * * & * * 
Oh God! without thee nought on earth is done, 
Nor in the deep, nor in the etherial realms, 
Except the foolish deeds of impious men ; 

Who relish not thy beauty : whose delight 

is what thy soul abhors. For all things go, 


_ 


That ail, the same eternai reason show, 
Which wicked mortals vainly hope to shun. 
Unhappy creatures ; anxious to obtain 
Unmix’d enjoyment ; heedless of the law, 
The common jaw of heaven: for if their mind 
Submitted te obey, they too might lead 
A life of happiness. But now they rush 
In quest of varions objects, all astray, 
With mispent labour, some for glory toil ; 
While some vile lucre shamefully pursue : 
But others take a widely different course, 
Seeking for ease, and sensual delights. 
All bounteous Jove! by clouds encircled, Prince 
Of thunder! oh deliver helpless man 
From this sad ignorance ; disperse it all 
From out his mind; and grant him to acquire 
Knowledge, by aid of which thou all things here 
With equity dost rule. Thus honour’d, we 
Shall honour thee with hymns of praise, and sing 
Continually thy works; as well becomes 
Mortals like us: for neither gods nor men 
Have greater honour than to celebrate 
In worthy strains, the universal law. 
Penzance. W. P.B 


From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 


SONNET FROM PETRARCH. 


Mather of heaven! full many a wasted-day, 
And weary wakeful night, this heart hath worn 
In one bright vision waning now away, 
And leaving it all desolate, forlorn. 
Oh with thy gracious light, direct my feet 
To a more peaceful way,—a nobler love! 
Guide thou a wanderer to that bless’d retreat. 


The clouds and cares of this dark world above 


For thou, my Lord, hast seen year after year 


Roll on in sadness, since this heart of mine 


Bow’d to that yoke alike on all severe ; 


Now, weak and faint, I ask thy hand divine 


To fix each rebel thought, and vagrant tear, 


Saviour of all! upon that cross of thine! 0 











